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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

The Ghana Living Standards Survey Round Six (GLSS6) like previous rounds focuses on the 

household as the key socio-economic unit and provides valuable information on the living 

conditions and well-being of households in Ghana. This report summarizes the main findings 

of the sixth round of the GLSS which was conducted by the Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) 

from 18
th
 October 2012 to 17

th
 October 2013. 

The survey covered a nationally representative sample of 18,000 households in 1,200 

enumeration areas. Of the 18,000 households, 16,772 were successfully enumerated leading 

to a response rate of 93.2 percent. Detailed information was collected on the Demographic 

characteristics of households, Education, Health, Employment, Migration and Tourism, 

Housing conditions, Household Agriculture, Household Expenditure, Income and their 

components and Access to Financial Services, Credit and Assets. A summary of the main 

findings from the survey are presented below. 

Demographic Characteristics 

The report provides information on household population, size, headship and age at first 

marriage, among others. The estimated household population from the survey is 26.3 million. 

Upper West region (0.8 million) has the lowest population followed by Upper East (1.1 

million). The distribution of the population by locality shows that more people live in rural 

forest (6.9 million) than in rural savannah (4.7 million) and rural coastal (1.5 million). 

The estimated number of households in the country is 6.6 million with a mean household size 

of 4.0 compared to 4.4 obtained from the 2010 Population and Housing Census. Average 

household sizes are higher than the national average in the three northern regions (5.5 for 

Upper West, 5.4 for Northern and 4.5 for Upper East).  Household sizes are generally higher 

in rural (4.5) than urban (3.6) areas.   

The proportion of male headed households (69.5%) is higher than that of females (30.5%); 

the proportion being much higher in rural savannah (83.6%) compared to rural coastal 

(61.9%). The proportion of female-headed households is higher in rural coastal (38.1%) than 

all other localities, with the lowest (16.4%) in rural savannah. The average age of a household 

head is 45.1 years with female household heads being older (48.0 years), their male (43.8 

years) counterparts. 

The results also show that the mean age at first marriage is 22.6 years, with females marrying 

about four years earlier than their male counterparts.  In rural areas, the mean age at first 

marriage is 21.9 years compared to 23.3 years in the urban areas.     

Education 

Information collected on the levels of educational attainment of the adult population, current 

school enrolment, educational expenditure by households, adult literacy rates, and 

apprenticeship training show that about 20 percent of the adult population (15 years and 

older) have never attended school. A higher proportion of females (24.3%) have never been 

to school compared to males (14.6%). Of those currently attending school, a higher 

proportion (71.9%) are in public schools compared with those enrolled in the private schools 

(28.1%). In the rural areas, about ninety percent of the population 15 years and older are 

currently enrolled in public schools. 
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In terms of educational expenses, households spent on average GH 458.90 annually per 

household member attending school with about 51 percent of most educational expenses of 

household members being paid by the father of the enrolled individual and 17.5 percent by 

the mother.  

More than half (56.3%) of the adult population is literate in English with a higher rate for 

males (67.3%) than for females (46.9%). 

With regard to apprenticeship training, 31.7 percent of the apprentices are into the making of 

textile, apparel and furnishing, 21.9 percent in personal/grounds services, 13.8 percent in 

building and 10.0 percent in automotive trade. Building (28.1%), automotive (20.9%) and 

transportation are male dominated learning trades whereas textiles, apparel and furnishing 

(52.0%) and personal/grounds services (41.2%) are female dominated. On average, it takes 

about three years (35 months) to complete apprenticeship training. Males are more likely to 

engage in apprenticeship training and take a longer period (35.6 months) to complete their 

training than females (34.3 months).   

Health 

Household members were asked about their general health condition in the two weeks 

preceding the interview. The results show that about 14 percent of the population suffered 

from an illness or injury in the previous two weeks.  More than three out of every five 

(62.4%) persons who suffered from an illness or injury had to stop their usual activities. Two-

thirds (66.2%) of those who reported being ill or injured consulted a health practitioner. Over 

a half of those who suffered an injury or illness consulted medical practitioners in public 

health facilities (52.2%) while 44.6 percent visited private non-religious facilities. The 

patronage of public health facilities is highest in rural forest (56.0%) and rural savannah 

(60.6%). The population 50 years and older (22.4%) and children 0-5 years (20.3%) recorded 

higher proportions of persons who suffered from an illness or injury during the period. 

The average total medical expenses incurred by people who reported ill or injured in the two 

weeks preceding the interview was GH¢88.03, with the medical expenses being higher in 

rural areas, especially rural forest GH¢147.88 than the urban areas. Medical expenses were 

borne mainly by household members (54.5%) and through health insurance services (41.5%). 

About 9 percent of the women aged 15-49 reported that they were pregnant in the 12 months 

preceding the interview and about 5 percent were pregnant at the time of the interview,   

Overall, 13.5 percent of pregnancies did not result in live births. Nearly four out of every five 

women aged 15-49 years or their partners were not using any form of contraceptive method.  

On average, a woman spends GH¢3.30 on contraceptives each time it is purchased. 

Less than 2 percent (1.7%) of children 5 years and below in the country had not received any 

vaccination at the time of interview.  About 99 percent of all children 5 years and younger 

have been breastfed at one time or another, with 82.1 percent being weaned before reaching 

12 months. Regarding HIV/AIDS, about four percent of people in Ghana have no knowledge 

that a healthy looking person may have the HIV. Four-fifths of women in Ghana (80.4 % in 

rural areas and 83.4% in urban areas) know about mother to child transmission.  

Overall, 67.6 percent of the population are registered or covered by the health insurance 

scheme, with 99.1 percent of the health insurance registrants being on district mutual health 

insurance schemes nationwide. 
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Employment 

More than three-quarters of the population 15 years and older is economically active (77.1%). 

The proportion of economically active males (79.8%) is higher than females (74.9%). The 

population in rural areas are also more likely than those in urban areas to be economically 

active. About 75 percent of the population 15 years and older are employed, with majority of 

them engaged in Agriculture (44.7%) and Services (40.9%).  Nearly two-thirds (68.7%) of 

the working population are own account workers (46.4%) and contributing family workers 

(22.3%).  

The working population is dominated by people with education up to the basic level (BECE) 

(57.2) while a quarter (25.2%) has no education. Workers engaged in the agriculture sector 

worked for less than 40 hours in a week. Less than half of the employed population (45.4%) 

worked for more than 40 hours in a week. 

Even though the unemployment rate (5.2%) is low, more than one-third of the working 

population are underemployed (i.e., these individuals work less than 35 hours a week). The 

proportion of persons engaged in agricultural activities who are underemployed (61.5%) is 

higher than those in non-agricultural activities (38.5%). About 3.2 million (20.5%) persons 

15 years and older are economically not active, citing education or training (54.5%) as being 

the main reason for inactivity.  

Overall, 28.8 percent of children aged 5-14 years are currently employed and 70.1 percent are 

economically not active. Majority of these were engaged in agriculture, forestry and fishing, 

with the proportion of males (84.6%) being higher than females (71.2%)..  

Migration and Tourism  

The data on migration indicates that 48.6 percent of the population is made up of migrants, 

with Accra (GAMA) having the highest proportion of migrants (60.3%).  Urban areas other 

than GAMA, has 46.7 percent of migrants. Over half (51.6%) of the population in rural forest 

are migrants. while in rural coastal, migrants constitute 44.6 percent of the population. Rural 

savannah (37.5%) has the least proportion of migrant population. Half of the female 

population (50.1%) is made up of migrants compared to 46.5 percent of males.  

More than half of the migrant population (52.4%) had relocated to the rural areas, while 10.5 

percent had relocated to Accra (GAMA), with the rest (37.1%) relocating to other urban 

areas. About a fifth moved from one rural locality to another rural locality, while less than ten 

percent migrated from rural localities to other urban areas (8.8%).  

The results also show that51.4 percent of the population are non-migrants, 17.1 percent are 

in-migrants and 31.5 percent are return migrants. Generally, the movement of the population 

is found to be related to age. Among the in-migrants, those within the age group of 25-29, the 

10-14 and 30-34 year olds constitute 31.8 percent (10.8%, 10.3% and 10.7% and 10.3% 

respectively). Children aged 7-9 years constitute 6.1 percent. With regard to the return 

migrants, 3.6 percent are aged 7-9 while 11.2 percent are within the age group 25-29. Among 

the non-migrant population those within the age group 10-14 constitute the largest proportion 

(22.7%). 

The Ashanti region accounts for about a quarter of the in-migrants (24.5%) followed by the 

Eastern (13.4%) and Western (11.9%) regions. The Upper West region has the least 

proportion of the in-migrant population (2.5%). The in-migrants to the regions are mostly 

from other urban areas (57.8 %). A little less than one-third is from rural areas (30.6%).  



xix 

 

Tourists make up approximately 27 percent of the household population. Of these, domestic 

tourists account for 98 percent. Persons aged 25 to 44 constitute 37.5 percent of domestic 

tourists. For the same age group, almost the same proportions of males (37.8%) and females 

(37.3%) travel as domestic tourists. With regard to outbound tourism, 46.7 percent of persons 

aged 25 to 44 travel as domestic tourists. This is made up of 50.2 percent males and 42.6 

percent females.  

Housing 

Most households in the country (60.6%) live in compound houses. One out of every 15 

households in Accra (GAMA) (6.7%) lives in improvised homes. The proportion of urban 

households that live in compound houses (68.1%) is higher than rural households (51.3%). In 

Accra (GAMA), 63.9 percent of households live in compound houses; this proportion is 

lower than in other urban areas where 68.2 percent of households live in compound houses.   

More than two out of every five households (45.9%) own the houses in which they live. 

Three out every five rural households (62.1%) compared to about one-third urban households 

(32.8%) own their houses.  Two out of every five urban households (41.0%) live in rented 

premises compared to one out of every five in rural areas. The proportion of households 

owning a dwelling is highest in the rural savannah (75.3%) and lowest in urban areas other 

than Accra (GAMA).  

More than three-quarters of houses within rural savannah are constructed from mud, mud 

bricks or earth compared to 50.0 percent in the rural forest and 39.5 percent in rural coastal 

zones. About two-thirds of the outer walls of houses are built with cement blocks or concrete; 

mud, mud bricks and earth also constitute 31.1 percent. Four out of every five households use 

cement as their flooring material. Three-quarters of households occupy dwelling units roofed 

with metal sheets, while 7.1 percent of households live in dwelling units roofed with slates or 

asbestos.  

One-fifth of the households are single person households and one-third of them occupy single 

rooms. About one-tenth of five member households occupy one room while less than two 

percent of households with ten or more members occupy one or two rooms. 

Sachet water (44.5%) constitutes the major source of drinking water for households in the 

urban areas. The use of pipe-borne water for drinking is more prevalent in other urban areas 

(44.5%) than Accra (GAMA) (26.3%). Nearly two-fifths of rural coastal households use 

pipe-borne water for drinking (38.0%) while 58.7 percent and 64.5 percent of rural forest and 

rural savannah households, respectively, use a well.  Also, 42 percent of households use pipe-

borne water for general household use.   

Seven out of every ten households is connected to the national electricity grid (70.6%) while 

about a quarter of households rely on torch or flashlight for lighting (24.3%). Electricity is 

the main source of lighting for 88.6 percent of urban households, with 93.1 percent of 

households in Accra (GAMA) having access. In the rural areas, less than 50 percent of 

households have electricity as the main source of lighting. The use of wood or charcoal is still 

very popular among households. About three-quarters of households depend on wood or 

charcoal for cooking while less than one-quarter use LPG (22.3%). In the urban areas, 43.6 

percent of households use charcoal while 35.8 percent use gas.  

Less than one-fi fth of households have their solid waste collected while half depend on public 

dumping sites. About three-quarters of households throw their liquid waste in the open. 
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Households using WC, Pit Latrine and KVIP constitute 13.9 percent, 19.1 percent and 12.1 

percent respectively.  

More than half (53.5%) of households in the country had drinking water that met both arsenic 

and E. coli levels. Two out of every five households (41.5%) had drinking-water in the 

household which met the arsenic standard but contained E. coli. Overall, 43.5 percent of the 

population had source water with detectable E. coli, and this value increased to 62.32 percent 

for household samples, reflecting that high levels of contamination occur at the household 

level. 

Household Agriculture 

It is estimated that a little over half (51.5%) of households in Ghana own or operate a farm. 

Farming is mostly rural, engaging about 83 percent of rural households. Again, in the rural 

areas, agricultural operators are common in rural savannah with about 93 percent of 

households involved. The corresponding figures for the forest and rural coastal areas are 81.2 

percent and 65.4 percent respectively. The proportion of females engaged in agriculture in 

rural coastal (48.7%) is higher than females in the other rural areas.  

Consumption of own products take place mostly in rural households, with an average annual 

value of GH 5,004.56 compared to GH 3,713.62 for urban households.  

Non-Farm Enterprise 

About 3.7 million households, representing 44.3 percent of households in the country operate 

non-farm enterprises, half of which are in urban localities (50.4%) while a little over one-

third are in rural areas (36.8%). In the urban areas, the proportion of females (69.0%) 

engaged in trading activities is higher than males (67.1%). On the contrary, the proportion of 

males engaged in trading activities (32.9%) in the rural areas is higher than females (31.0%). 

Households spend an average of GH¢110.40 on inputs for operating their enterprises with the 

highest average expenditure being on raw materials (GH¢641.70), followed by purchase of 

articles for resale (GH¢387.80) and fuel and lubricants (GH¢316.80). 

Household income and expenditure  

The annual average household expenditure for the country is estimated at GH¢9,317 with a 

mean annual per capita expenditure of GH¢6,337. The total annual household expenditure for 

the country is GH 61,507 million with the share of urban expenditure (65.8%) almost twice 

as much as that of rural localities (34.2%). Moreover, the average household expenditure in 

urban localities (GH¢11,061) is about 1.5 times that of the rural localities (GH¢7,152).  

The householdôs mean annual per capita expenditure on food (actual and imputed) of  

GH 1,302 accounts for the largest share (46.7%) of the total annual household expenditure 

of GH 61.507 million. Householdsô total expenditure on housing accounts for 12.4 percent 

of total expenditure with an annual average of GH 1,156 and an annual per capita 

expenditure of GH 395.  

The major source of household income is from non-farm self-employment, contributing 

48.3% to sources of household income.  Wages from employment is the second major 

contributor to household income (GH¢7,718.10) followed by household agriculture 

(GH¢3,342.23). Income from rent, remittances and other sources contributes less than 5 

percent to household income. 
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The results again show that 46.4 percent of urban households have savings accounts while in 

the rural localities only 21.5 percent of households have savings accounts. In the urban areas, 

the proportion of households having a savings account in Accra (GAMA) (54.1%) is higher 

than for other urban (42.9%) areas. In the rural localities, a relatively higher proportion of 

males have a savings account (58.6%) compared to females (41.4%). 

Governance, Peace and security 

Peace, safety and security are important tenets of good governance and they have a direct 

relationship with development. More than one-quarter of households were victims of theft, 

robbery or attempted robbery during the five years before the survey. The incidence of 

robbery was higher among rural households (29.2%) than urban households (26.9%). To 

prevent robberies, most households use dogs (16.6%), special window or door grilles (12.4%) 

and special door locks (10.8%).  

Less than one-tenth of households who were victims of theft or robbery (8.0%) reported the 

incident to the Police. A similar proportion reported cases of sexual offence to the Police. 

More than two-fifths of households did not report the incident to the Police because they 

either did not consider it serious enough (46.0%) or they solved it themselves (30.0%). 

Six out of ten households feel very safe from crime and violence at home (59.8%). About 

seven percent of households live in communities where force or violence has been used in the 

neighbourhood. 

Overall, the study results indicate that Ghana has made progress in many important areas 

such as education, healthcare and infrastructure. However, some key indicators such as 

sanitation, quality of drinking water, security and the engagement of children in economic 

activities continue to lag behind international and national targets.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1 Background 

One of the major challenges facing many developing countries, including Ghana, has been 

the need for more comprehensive, reliable and up-to-date statistics and indicators to monitor 

and evaluate the impact of development policies and programmes on the living conditions of 

their citizens. The Ghana Living Standards Survey was an initiative aimed at addressing this 

need. 

The Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS), customized by implementing countries, 

including Ghana (Ghana Living Standards Survey), is a research project that was initiated in 

1980 by the Policy Research Division of the World Bank. The project is to make available 

relevant data for policy and decision-makers to measure socio-economic indicators and 

appreciate their determinants. Programmes could then be developed and implemented to 

address challenges in the various sectors of the economy such as health, education, economic 

activities and housing conditions, among others. Living Standards Surveys have, therefore, 

made it possible to provide valuable insights into living conditions in developing countries. 

The Ghana Living Standards Survey (GLSS) has emerged as one of the important tools in the 

welfare monitoring system and together with other surveys like the Core Welfare Indicators 

Questionnaire (CWIQ) and the Ghana Demographic and Health Survey (GDHS) have 

provided a wealth of information for understanding living conditions in Ghana. 

The first Ghana Living Standards Survey was conducted in 1987. The second, third, fourth 

and fifth rounds were conducted in 1988, 1991/92, 1998/99 and 2005/06 in that order. The 

sixth and latest round of the GLSS was conducted between October 2012 and October 2013. 

While maintaining the questionnaires used during the fifth round, three new modules were 

introduced in this sixth round. These are the Labour Force Module which focused on 

employment and time use, a module on Household Access to Financial Services and a 

module on Governance, Peace and Security.  

1.2 Objectives of GLSS6 

The objectives of the sixth round of the Ghana living Standards Survey Round Six were to: 

ü Provide information on the patterns of household consumption and expenditure at a 

lower level of disaggregation. 

ü Serve as the basis for the construction of a new basket for the next re-basing of the 

Consumer Price Index. 

ü Provide information for up-dating the countryôs National Accounts. 

ü Provide information on household access to and use of financial services. 

ü Estimate the number of persons in the labour force (Employed, Under-employed and 

Unemployed) and their distribution by sex, major age-groups, educational level, 

disability status, geographical and rural/ urban spread, as well as the ecological 

manifestations of these.  

ü Estimate the number of child workers (or children in employment) aged 5-17 years, 

and its distribution by sex, major age-groups, educational status, geographical, 

ecological and rural/urban spread, etc. 
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1.3 Survey instruments  

To achieve the set objectives, detailed information was collected on key elements of socio-

economic life using the following questionnaires: 

ü Household Questionnaire 

ü Non-farm Household Questionnaire 

ü Community Questionnaire 

ü Governance, Peace and Security Questionnaire 

ü Prices of Food and Non-food Items Questionnaire  

 

The Household Questionnaire is made up of two parts, A and B. Part A and has seven 

sections namely: demographic characteristics of respondents; education and skills training; 

health and fertility behavior; employment and time use; migration and tourism; household 

agriculture; housing and housing conditions.  

Part B covers five sections namely: agriculture; household income and expenditure; income 

transfers; migration and remittances and credit, assets and use of financial services. 

The Community Questionnaire covers general information on facilities available in the 

communities whilst the Price Questionnaire was used to solicit information on the market 

prices of consumer items. 

The questionnaire on Governance, Peace and Security was used to solicit for information on 

theft, robbery, sexual offences, violence and security, safety, peace and social cohesion, as 

well as political engagement. 

1.4  Sample design 

The sixth round of the Ghana Living Standards Survey (GLSS6), like the previous rounds, was 

designed to provide nationally and regionally representative indicators. Consequently, it applied 

the same sampling methodology, the same questionnaires and covered the same broad range of 

topics such as education, health, employment, housing conditions, migration and tourism, 

among others.   

In order to cater for the needs of the Savannah Accelerated Development Authority (SADA) 

areas and also provide nationally representative quarterly labour force statistics, the number of 

primary sampling units (PSUs) and households were increased from 580 and 8,700 to 1,200 and 

18,000 respectively ï an increase of about 107% over the GLSS5 figures. (See Appendix Tables 

A1 and A2). Accordingly, a two-stage stratified sampling design was adopted. At the first 

stage, 1,200 enumeration areas (EAs) were selected to form the PSUs.   

The PSUs were allocated into the 10 regions using probability proportional to population size 

(PPS). The EAs were further divided into urban and rural localities of residence. A complete 

listing of households in the selected PSUs was undertaken to form the secondary sampling 

units (SSUs). At the second stage, 15 households from each PSU were selected 

systematically. Hence, the total sample size came to 18,000 households nationwide. 

1.5 Training and f ieldwork 

Personnel with a minimum qualification of Higher National Diploma were recruited and 

trained to undertake the fieldwork. These attended a 21-day training programme during 

which members of the Project Implementation Team (PIT) took them through the various 
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sections of the questionnaire including the concepts and definitions used. The training also 

involved assessment exercises, field practice, role plays and group discussions and interviews 

in the major local languages. 

The fieldwork was over a twelve-month period and took place from 18
th
 October 2012 to 17

th
 

October 2013. Thirty teams were deployed to the field, each comprising of a supervisor, 

senior interviewer/editor, three interviewers and a driver. Data capture centres were setup in 

the regional offices of the Service and each centre had a data entry officer. 

Field monitoring exercises were undertaken by the Top Management of the Service, Steering 

Committee members, Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) members and the Project 

Implementation Team. The monitors observed interviews and checked completed 

questionnaires to ensure consistency of responses and to ensure data quality.  
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CHAPTER TWO 

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS  

 

2.1 Introduction  

As previously indicated, the Ghana Living Standards Survey round six (GLSS6) was expected 

to provide national and regional level indicators, as well as additional indicators pertaining to 

the northern savannah ecological zone, where a major Government of Ghana initiative, the 

Savannah Accelerated Development Authority (SADA) project, was being implemented. 

This chapter discusses some key demographic characteristics of the household and household 

population by region and locality, marital status, mean age of population at first marriage, 

nationality, ethnicity and religion of household heads. 

2.2 Household composition 

The composition of the Ghanaian household is a reflection of the social structure of the 

population. For the purposes of the survey, a household is defined as a person or group of 

related or unrelated persons who live together in the same housing unit, sharing the same 

housekeeping and cooking arrangements and are considered as one unit, who acknowledge an 

adult male or female as the head of the household. In general, a household may consist of a 

man, his wife or wives and children and some relatives or non-relatives who may be living 

with them. Members of a household are not necessarily related by blood or marriage.  

Out of the 18,000 households selected for the survey, 16,772 were successfully interviewed. 

Table 2.1 shows the mean household size, estimated population in private households, and 

estimated number of households, by region and locality. The estimated household population 

from the survey is 26.3 million, while the projected population in households for 2013 based 

on the 2010 Population and Housing Census is 25.7 million. With regard to the regional 

distribution of the estimated population, Ashanti and Greater Accra regions have the highest 

of 5.2 million and 4.3 million respectively. Upper East (1.1 million) and Upper West (0.8 

million) regions have the lowest population. The distribution of the population by locality 

shows that more people live in rural forest (6.9 million) than in rural savannah (4.7 million) 

and rural coastal (1.5 million).  

The estimated number of households in Ghana is 6.6 million. The mean household size for 

the country is 4 compared to 4.4 obtained from the 2010 Census. Average household sizes 

that are higher than the national average are found in the three northern regions (5.5 for 

Upper West, 5.4 for Northern and 4.5 for Upper East) and in Volta and Brong Ahafo regions 

(each with a mean household size of 4.3 each).   

The table further reveals that in general rural (4.5) household size is larger than urban (3.6) 

household size. Rural Savannah has the highest mean household size of 5.5, while rural 

coastal has the least (3.8).  
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Table 2.1:  Mean household size, estimated population in private households  

       and estimated number of households by region and locality 

Region/Locality 

Mean Household 

Size 
  

Population in 

Households (Million) 
  

Estimated 

number of 

Households 

(Thousand) 

2010 

Census* 

2012/2013 

GLSS6   

Projected 

from 

Census** 

Estimated 

from 

2012/2013 

GLSS6 

  

Ghana 4.4 4.0 

 

25.7 26.3 

 

6,601.5 

Western 4.2 4.0 

 

2.4 2.4 

 

605.8 

Central 4.0 3.8 

 

2.3 2.3 

 

612 

Greater Accra 3.8 3.4 

 

4.2 4.3 

 

1,250.80 

Volta 4.2 4.3 

 

2.2 2.3 

 

526.2 

Eastern 4.1 3.8 

 

2.7 2.7 

 

721.6 

Ashanti 4.1 3.7 

 

5.0 5.2 

 

1,400.8 

Brong Ahafo 4.6 4.3 

 

2.4 2.6 

 

614.5 

Northern 7.7 5.4 

 

2.6 2.6 

 

491.7 

Upper East 5.8 4.5 

 

1.1 1.1 

 

240.3 

Upper West 6.2 5.5 

 

0.7 0.8 

 

137.8 

        Urban 

 

3.6 

 

13.0 13.2 

 

3,656.5 

Accra (GAMA)***  

 

3.4 

  

4.0 

 

1,162.5 

Other Urban 

 

3.7 

  

9.2 

 

2,494.0 

Rural  

 

4.5 

 

12.7 13.1 

 

2,945.0 

Rural Coastal 

 

3.8 

  

1.5 

 

400.4 

Rural Forest 

 

4.1 

  

6.9 

 

1,674.9 

Rural Savannah   5.5     4.7   869.7 

Note: *September 2010; **Midyear 2013; Excludes institutional population.***GAMA means Greater Accra Metropolitan Area; GAMA 

comprises Accra Metropolitan Area (AMA), Adenta Municipal, Ledzokuku Krowor, and Urban areas in Ga East, Ga West, Ga South 

Districts. 
 

 

The survey results indicate that a higher proportion of households are headed by males 

(69.5%) than females (30.5%) (Fig.2.1). The proportion of male-headed households is highest 

in rural savannah (83.6%) but lowest in rural coastal (61.9%). The proportion of female-

headed households is higher in rural coastal (38.1%) than all other localities, with the least 

(16.4%) in rural savannah.   
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Figure 2.1: Percentage of household heads by sex and locality 

 

 

The average age of a household head is 45.1 years (Table 2.2). On the average female 

household heads (48.0 years) are older than their male (43.8 years) counterparts. The table 

also shows that household heads in the rural areas tend to be older (47.0 years) than those in 

the urban areas (43.5 years), including Accra. The mean age of male and female household 

heads in the rural areas are higher than that of male and female household heads in the urban 

areas. 

Table 2.2:  Average age of household heads by locality and sex 

Locality Both Sexes Male Female 

Urban 43.5 42.1 45.8 

Accra (GAMA) 42.1 41.1 44.2 

Other urban 44.2 43.0 46.5 

Rural 47.0 45.4 51.5 

Rural Coastal 46.7 42.9 52.8 

Rural Forest 47.4 45.9 51.4 

Rural Savannah 46.2 45.4 50.6 

    Total 45.1 43.8 48.0 

 

The proportion of households with at least one adult of each sex together and one or more 

children is 49.7 percent (Table 2.3). The survey results also indicate that 6.9 percent of 

households contain one female adult living with one or more children compared to 0.8 

percent of their male adult counterparts. The percentage of households containing one male 

adult without children (13.7%) is much higher than the corresponding percentage of 

households containing one female adult without children (6.6%). The proportion of 

households without children but with one male adult (13.7%) is higher than those with one 

female adult (6.6%).   
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Table 2.3:  Distribution of households by adult composition and presence of children 

Adults in Household 

With children   Without Children 

Percentage 

of Total 

Estimated 

number of 

Households   

Percentage 

of Total 

Estimated 

number of 

Households 

At least one adult of each sex 49.7 3,283,000  

 

13.0 861,000  

One male adult 0.8 55,000  

 

13.7 902,000  

Two or more male adults 0.3 17,000  

 

1.4 92,000  

One female adult 6.9 459,000  

 

6.6 437,000  

Two or more female adults 5.0 328,000  

 

2.6 169,000  

Ghana 62.7 4,141,000    37.3 2,460,000  
Note: A child is defined as a person aged less than 15 years at the time of the interview 

 

About one-fifth of the total households have children living with only their mother while 

about three percent (2.7%) of the households have children living with only their father 

(Table 2.4). The rural savannah zone (67.4%) has the highest proportion of households which 

have both parents present followed by rural forest (48.2%), other urban (39.3%) and Accra 

(39.2%). 

Table 2.4:  Distribution of households by presence of parent and locality 

Presence of 

parent 

Locality   

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

urban 

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah 
Total 

No parent 39.5 35.2 36.7 31.0 17.8 32.7 

Only father 3.2 2.6 2.1 3.0 2.1 2.7 

Only mother 18.1 22.9 22.6 17.7 12.7 19.4 

Both parents 39.2 39.3 38.6 48.2 67.4 45.2 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

2.3 Age and Sex Distribution of the Population 

The results of the survey show that males constitute 48.3 percent and females 51.7 percent of 

the population. This indicates a sex ratio of 93 males to every 100 females. In all the 

localities, the proportion of females is higher than males (Table 2.5). However, for lower age 

groups (0-4 years and 5-9 years) there are higher proportions of males than females.  

Children under 15 years account for 39.4 percent of the population while persons 65 years 

and older constitute 4.8 percent. Based on this structure, the survey reveals a dependency 

ratio of about 79 compared to 82 in the GLSS 5 survey. The current dependency ratio means 

that there are 8 persons in the dependent ages (0-14 and 65+) for every 100 persons in the 

working age group (15-64). The proportion of children (under 15 years) in the rural areas 

(42.4%) is higher than in Accra (33.8%) and other urban areas (37.6%). 
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Table 2.5: Age distribution of population by locality and sex (percent) 

Age group 

Accra (GAMA)   Other urban    Rural   Total 

Male Female   Male Female   Male Female   Male Female 

0 - 4 6.1 5.4 

 

6.0 5.7 

 

7.3 7.0 

 

6.7 6.3 

5 - 9 5.5 4.7 

 

6.8 6.3 

 

7.5 7.2 

 

6.9 6.5 

10 - 14 5.8 6.3 

 

6.0 6.8 

 

7.1 6.3 

 

6.5 6.5 

15 - 19 4.7 6.3 

 

6.3 7.1 

 

6.7 6.1 

 

6.2 6.5 

20 - 24 3.7 3.6 

 

2.9 3.9 

 

2.6 3.0 

 

2.9 3.4 

25 - 29 4.6 5.6 

 

3.3 4.2 

 

2.9 3.3 

 

3.3 4.0 

30 - 34 3.9 4.5 

 

3.2 3.6 

 

2.4 3.0 

 

2.9 3.4 

35 - 39 3.7 3.8 

 

2.6 3.4 

 

2.3 2.9 

 

2.6 3.2 

40 - 44 2.9 3.4 

 

2.2 2.8 

 

2.2 2.6 

 

2.3 2.8 

45 - 49 2.2 2.5 

 

1.9 2.4 

 

1.8 2.0 

 

1.9 2.2 

50 -54 1.8 1.9 

 

1.6 2.0 

 

1.6 1.9 

 

1.6 1.9 

55 - 59 1.2 1.1 

 

1.3 1.4 

 

1.2 1.3 

 

1.3 1.3 

60 -64 0.7 1.1 

 

0.9 1.1 

 

1.0 1.1 

 

0.9 1.1 

65+ 1.5 1.6 

 

1.1 2.7 

 

2.6 3.0 

 

2.1 2.7 

            All Ages 48.3 51.7   46.5 53.5   49.3 50.7   48.2 51.8 
Note: ***GAMA means Greater Accra Metropolitan Area; GAMA comprises Accra Metropolitan Area (AMA), 

Adenta Municipal, Ledzokuku Krowor, and Urban areas in Ga East, Ga West, Ga South Districts. 

2.4 Marital Status and Age at first marriage 

Table 2.6 indicates that 57.7 percent of the population 12 years and older have ever married 

(consensual union, married, divorced, separated or widowed) while 42.3 percent have never 

married. The rural savannah (47.7%) has the highest proportion of people who are currently 

married, followed by rural forest (38.2%), with Accra (36.6%) having the lowest. The 

percentage who have never married is lower in the rural localities (coastal, forest and 

savannah) compared to the urban areas (Accra and other urban).  

The results also indicate that the proportion of persons who are divorced is highest in rural 

coastal (3.9%), followed by other urban (4.0%), but lowest in rural savannah (1.3%). The 

percentage of persons in consensual union is relatively high in all the localities (between 5% 

and 11%), while those separated is very low in all localities (between 1.0% and 3%) when 

compared with the proportion never married and married. 

Table 2.6:  Population by marital status and locality 

Marital status 

    Locality       

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

urban 

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah 
Total 

Never married 46.1 44.4 39.9 39.3 39.5 42.3 

Consensual union 6.2 5.8 7.8 10.6 5.1 7.1 

Married 36.6 38.0 37.8 38.2 47.7 39.4 

Separated 3.0 2.2 2.4 2.2 1.0 2.2 

Divorced 3.6 3.9 4.3 3.9 1.3 3.4 

Widowed 4.5 5.7 7.8 5.9 5.4 5.6 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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The survey results show that the mean age at first marriage is 22.6 years, with females 

marrying about four years earlier than their male counterparts. Age at first marriage varies by 

locality as shown in Table 2.7. In rural areas, the mean age at first marriage is 21.9 years 

compared to 23.3 years in the urban areas. The results also show that females in both the rural 

and urban areas marry earlier (20.1 years for rural and 21.4 years for urban) than their male 

counterparts (24.3 years for rural and 25.9 years for urban). This may probably be due to the 

economic status and level of education of the individuals in the various localities. 

Table 2.7:  Mean age of population at first marriage 

       by sex and locality 

Locality Male Female Total 

Urban 25.9 21.4 23.3 

Accra (AMA) 27.2 22.2 24.5 

Other urban 25.3 21.0 22.7 

Rural  24.3 20.1 21.9 

Rural Coastal 25.2 21.1 22.7 

Rural Forest 24.3 20.1 21.9 

Rural Savannah 24.1 19.6 21.5 

    Ghana 25.1 20.8 22.6 

 

2.5 Nationality  

The composition of the population by sex and nationality is summarized in Table 2.8. The 

table shows that the vast majority of the populations are Ghanaians (98.5%), with less than 

two percent (1.5%) being non-Ghanaians. Ivorian and Togolese nationals constitute majority 

of non-Ghanaians, probably because of the proximity of these countries to Ghana.  

Table 2.8:  Percentage distribution of population by sex and nationality 

Sex Ghanaian Burkinabe Malian Nigerian Ivorian Togolese Liberian 

Other 

ECOWAS 

Other 

African Other  Total 

Male 98.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 100.0 

Female 98.6 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 100.0 

Total 98.5 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 100.0 

 

2.6 Ethnicity  

Members of the same ethnic group share certain beliefs, values and norms that relate to a 

common cultural background. Table 2.9 indicates that the majority of the heads of 

households within the country are Akan (49.7%) followed by Mole-Dagbani (14.2%) and 

Ewe (13.3%) whilst the Mande (1.1%) constitute the smallest ethnic group.  

The survey results show that except for Volta and the three Northern regions, household 

heads that belong to the Akan ethnic group are predominant in the remaining six regions. The 

majority of the household heads in Upper East (67.2%), Northern (67.1%) and Upper West 

(65.0%) are Mole-Dagbani and in Volta, Ewe (71.7%). In Greater Accra, the highest 

proportion of household heads identified themselves as Akan (34.5%) and Ga-Dangme 

(30.8%) while Ewes constituted 20.7 percent. Most of the household heads that belong to the 

Gurma ethnic group are located in the Northern (17.9%) and Volta (11.8%) regions.  
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Table 2.9:  Household heads by ethnicity and region  

Ethnicity Western Central 

Greater 

Accra Volta Eastern Ashanti 

Brong 

Ahafo Northern 

Upper 

East 

Upper 

West Total 

Akan 79.9 78.8 34.5 2.5 54.4 78.7 58.9 1.3 0.4 1.7 49.7 

Asante 5.8 1.4 13.6 31.5 5.8 74.2 13.2 9.5 0.0 36.9 24.5 

Fante 17.7 29.8 20.5 14.2 7.9 5.9 2.4 16.9 16.3 15.4 15.8 

Other Akan 76.5 68.8 65.9 54.3 86.3 19.9 84.4 73.6 83.7 47.7 59.7 

Ga Dangme 3.6 3.1 30.8 1.8 19.6 1.7 1.6 0.5 0.0 0.3 9.3 

Ewe 4.9 9.7 20.7 71.7 13.4 2.6 2.7 0.9 0.1 0.5 13.3 

Guan 1.4 4.0 3.0 9.1 5.0 1.7 4.8 8.0 0.2 3.5 3.8 

Gurma 0.8 1.1 1.8 11.8 1.7 3.1 4.8 17.9 3.6 0.3 4.2 

Mole-Dagabni 6.9 2.1 5.4 0.4 2.6 7.8 16.7 67.1 67.2 65.0 14.2 

Grusi 0.3 0.2 1.0 0.1 0.8 1.7 3.8 1.3 19.2 27.9 2.4 

Mande 1.4 0.5 0.5 0.0 0.5 1.5 1.7 0.1 6.8 0.4 1.1 

All others 0.9 0.5 2.3 2.5 1.9 1.3 4.9 2.9 2.3 0.4 2.0 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

2.7 Religious affiliation by locality 

Table 2.10 shows that 73.0 percent of heads of households in Ghana are Christians. This is 

reflected in all the localities with the highest proportion in Accra (85.6%), followed by rural 

forest (79.5%), other urban (74.7%) and rural coastal (71.0%), with rural savannah (40.0%) 

having the least. Household heads that practice Islam constitute 20.2 percent and about seven 

percent (6.7%) have no religion. Islam is practiced by a high proportion of household heads 

in rural savannah (51.9%), followed by household heads in other urban (20.7%) and Rural 

coastal (17.5%).  In Accra (GAMA), about 12 percent (11.8%) of household heads practice 

Islam. 

Table 2.10:  Household heads by religion and locality 

Religion 

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban 

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah Total 

Christians 85.6 74.7 71.0 79.5 40.0 73.0 

    Catholic 9.3 14.8 14.7 17.7 43.3 16.5 

    Protestant 22.2 25.4 21.4 28.0 13.2 24.6 

    Pentecostal/Charismatic 54.4 43.5 47.6 38.5 32.2 43.8 

    Other Christian 13.2 16.2 16.3 15.7 11.3 15.1 

Islam 11.8 20.7 17.5 9.5 51.9 20.2 

Traditional 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

No religion 2.4 4.6 11.6 10.9 8.1 6.7 

Other 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

2.8 Religious affiliation by region 

Table 2.11 presents the religious affiliation of household heads by region. Christianity is 

dominant in all the regions except Northern, Upper East and Upper West.  The majority of 

household heads in the Upper East (59.0%) and Upper West (78.9%) regions who are 

Christians are Catholic, whereas Pentecostals constitute the largest group of Christians in all 
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other regions and form the majority in Greater Accra. More than 80 percent (83.6%) of 

household heads in the Northern region practice Islam. Islam is also a major religion in Upper 

East (55.7%) and Upper West (48.0%). On the other hand, about nine percent of household 

heads in Western (9.4%), Volta (9.3%) and Brong Ahafo (8.9%) have no religion. 

Table 2.11:  Household heads by religion and region 

Religion Western Central 

Greater 

Accra Volta Eastern Ashanti 

Brong 

Ahafo Northern 

Upper 

East 

Upper 

West Total 

Christians 81.4 81.5 85.3 72.4 83.7 79.8 70.4 14.0 39.6 46.6 73.0 

   Catholic 16.9 12.1 8.8 20.4 8.7 16.5 26.9 31.4 59.0 78.9 16.5 

   Protestant 27.0 24.5 22.9 23.6 32.4 25.2 22.7 12.9 7.7 6.1 24.6 

   Pentecostal/    

    Charismatic 42.3 46.4 54.8 42.7 42.4 39.7 37.0 39.7 29.4 13.8 43.8 

   Other Christian 13.9 17.1 13.4 13.3 16.6 18.6 13.3 16.0 4.0 1.2 15.1 

Islam 9.2 11.4 11.6 17.8 8.0 12.2 20.7 83.6 55.7 48.0 20.2 

Traditional*  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

No religion 9.4 7.0 2.9 9.3 8.4 7.9 8.9 2.5 4.6 5.4 6.7 

Other 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Note:* Data obtained on traditional religion were few and therefore the values did not reflect significantly  

 when it was converted to percentage (one decimal place). 
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CHAPTER THREE 

EDUCATION  

 

3.1 Introd uction 

Education is an important aspect of societal development. It is the process of acquiring 

knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to fully develop individual capacities for societal well-

being. Over the past decade there have been a number of educational policies and 

programmes to improve education access and participation: Capitation Grant, School Feeding 

Programme, access to functional literacy programmes, education and training for 

employability for our educational development and sustainability, and national development. 

Targets set for these policies need to be monitored and assessed. The results of the Ghana 

Living Standards Survey are used to track the achievements and impact of these policies. It 

also assists in monitoring performance to meet commitments such as the Education for All 

(EFA) goals, Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), UNESCO Goals and Ghana 

Education Strategic Plan (2010-2020). 

This chapter provides information on the levels of educational attainment by the adult 

population, current school enrolment, and educational expenditure by household, adult 

literacy rates and apprenticeship training. 

3.2 Educational Attainment 

Statistics on educational attainment help in knowing the present educational levels of the 

adult population as well as availability of skilled manpower for various types of economic 

activity. Table 3.1 shows the level of educational attainment of the population 15 years and 

older. Nearly one-fifth of the adult population (19.7%) has never been to school while 44.6 

percent have attained a level below Middle School Leaving Certificate (MSLC) or Basic 

Education Certificate Examination (BECE). About 21 percent of the population has 

MSLC/BECE and only 14.7 percent have acquired Secondary/Senior Secondary School 

(SSS) or Senior High School (SHS) or a higher level of education.  

Table 3.1:  Population aged 15 years and older by educational attainment and sex 

  Percent   Estimates (Million) 

Level of educational attainment 

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Never been to school 19.7 14.6 24.3 

 

4.4  1.6  2.8  

Less than MSLC/BECE 44.6 44.5 44.7 

 

10.0  4.7  5.2  

MSLC/BECE/Vocational 20.9 22.8 19.3 

 

4.7  2.4  2.3  

Secondary/SSS/SHS and higher 14.7 18.0 11.7 

 

3.3  1.9  1.4  

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0   22.3  10.6  11.7  

 

There is disparity in educational attainment between the sexes. The proportion of females 

who have never been to school (24.3%) is higher than for males (14.6%). On the other hand, 

the proportion of males (22.8%) who have attained MSLC/BECE/Vocational education is 

higher than the proportion of females (19.3%). The same pattern is observed at the 

Secondary/SSS/SHS and higher category where the level of attainment is higher for males 

(18.0%) than for females (11.7%).  
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3.3 School attendance 

The starting age for the first level of formal education in Ghana is six years. Pre-school which 

comprises nursery and kindergarten starts from three years.  In this section, however, the 

school attendance for the population 6-25 years old is analyzed. Table 3.2 shows that the 

school attendance rate for persons 6-25 years is 93.4 percent for males and 90.6 percent for 

females. With the exception of rural savannah where school attendance rate is below 80 

percent, the rates for all other localities are beyond 90 percent. The rate is particularly higher 

among those in the age group 12-15 years, with males recording slightly higher rates than 

females, except in rural savannah.  

In general, the attendance rates for males are higher than for females and the differences 

become more noticeable with increasing age. The total attendance rates recorded for males 

and females in the age group 6-11 years are 93.3 percent and 92.6 percent respectively 

compared with 93.4 percent for males and 90.6 percent for females 19-25 years.  This is even 

more pronounced for females in the age group 19-25 years in the rural savannah where a very 

low rate of 53.2 percent is recorded.  

Table 3.2: School attendance rate by age, locality and sex 

Age 

group 

Accra (AMA)   Other Urban   Rural Coastal   Rural Forest   
Rural 

Savannah 
  Ghana 

Male Female   Male Female   Male Female   Male Female   Male Female   Male Female 

6 - 11 98.3 97.5 

 

97.2 96.4 

 

94.0 93.8 

 

96.2 94.7 

 

80.2 80.1 

 

93.3 92.6 

12 - 

15 
100.0 98.4 

 

97.8 96.1 

 

97.3 97.1 

 

97.7 97.5 

 

82.7 83.2 

 

95.1 94.7 

16 - 

18 
99.6 91.8 

 

98.1 95.3 

 

97.3 95.4 

 

95.3 96.6 

 

81.8 76.9 

 

94.2 92.1 

19 - 

25 
98.7 93.7 

 

95.7 90.5 

 

92.3 86.5 

 

93.2 88.3 

 

73.7 53.2 

 

91.4 84.1 

Total 99.0 95.6   97.1 94.5   94.8 92.8   95.8 94.0   79.5 73.3   93.4 90.6 

 

Table 3.3 shows that school attendance rate is 80.8 percent, with Greater Accra having the 

highest attendance rate of 92.0 percent while the Northern region has the lowest rate of 50.4 

percent.  The Upper East (63.4%) and the Upper West (63.6%) regions also recorded 

relatively lower rates of school attendance. Attendance rates in southern Ghana are generally 

higher than in the northern regions of the country. The rate for males is generally higher in all 

regions than that of their female counterparts. A wider difference is observed among the 

sexes in the Northern and Central regions while the gaps are narrow among the males and 

females in the Greater Accra and Ashanti regions. While Ashanti, Upper East and Upper 

West regions recorded slightly higher rates for females than males in the age group 6-11, the 

Volta and Upper West regions recorded higher school attendance rates for females than males 

in the age group 12-15 years.  
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Table 3.3:  School attendance rate by region, age and sex 

  Age group 

 

6 - 11   2 - 15   16 -18   19 ï 25   25-Jun 

Region Male Female   Male Female   Male Female   Male Female   Male Female Total 

Western 96.0 95.2 
 

98.6 96.9 
 

98.2 94.7 
 

94.6 88.2 
 

91.6 83.3 87.4 

Central 97.1 95.7 
 

96.9 96.6 
 

93.9 97.8 
 

95.0 90.9 
 

90.8 77.5 83.6 

Greater Accra 97.1 97.0 
 

99.7 98.3 
 

99.2 92.1 
 

98.6 93.6 
 

95.3 89.0 92.0 

Volta 87.8 85.8 
 

94.9 96.9 
 

92.9 89.6 
 

88.6 81.1 
 

82.4 72.2 77.0 

Eastern 96.8 95.4 
 

98.8 98.0 
 

99.1 98.0 
 

95.1 90.1 
 

91.1 82.5 86.6 

Ashanti 97.8 98.4 
 

98.0 96.9 
 

97.0 97.8 
 

96.0 94.6 
 

91.6 84.5 87.9 

Brong Ahafo 94.7 93.7 
 

96.2 95.8 
 

94.3 91.5 
 

90.2 83.1 
 

83.5 74.8 78.9 

Northern 77.6 73.4 
 

74.6 73.1 
 

78.0 65.4 
 

68.8 43.0 
 

58.6 42.6 50.4 

Upper East 92.1 96.0 
 

93.1 90.4 
 

91.9 92.3 
 

85.4 71.5 
 

69.6 57.6 63.4 

Upper West 87.3 89.6 
 

88.9 93.2 
 

90.3 93.1 
 

83.2 73.1 
 

70.0 57.3 63.6 

Total 93.3 92.6   95.1 94.7   94.2 92.1   91.4 84.1   85.7 76.3 80.8 

 

Currently att ending public or private school 

With regard to the type of schools being currently attended, Table 3.4 shows that people are 

more likely to be enrolled in public schools (71.9%) than private schools (28.1%). The 

highest proportions of persons attending public schools are those at the post graduate 

(92.7%), post-secondary diploma (84.3%), college of education or nursing (82.4%) and JHS 

(81.4%). On the other hand, higher proportions of those attending private schools are in the 

vocational, technical or commercial (34.4%) levels of education and kindergarten (34.2%). In 

the urban areas, the variation between the proportion of household members attending public 

(58.7%) and private (41.3%) is closer than in rural areas where 85.9 percent attend public 

school. 

Table 3.4: Currently attending private or public school by level of education and  

      type of locality 

Level of education 

Total   Urban   Rural 

Estimated 

population 

('000) Public Private   

Estimated 

population 

('000) Public Private   

Estimated 

population 

('000) Public Private 

Total 7,744 71.9 28.1   3,995 58.7 41.3   3,748 85.9 14.1 

Kindergarten 3,651 65.8 34.2 

 

1,790 47.2 52.8 

 

1,861 83.7 16.3 

Primary 2,459 75.1 24.9 

 

1,156 60.5 39.5 

 

1,303 88.0 12.0 

JHS 1,060 81.4 18.6 

 

632 76.6 23.4 

 

428 88.6 11.4 

SHS 402 77.8 22.2 

 

291 73.9 26.1 

 

112 88.0 12.0 

Voc/Tech/Comm 13 65.6 34.4 

 

8 54.8 45.2 

 

6 79.9 20.1 

College of 

education /nursing 39 82.4 17.6 

 

24 77.1 22.9 

 

15 90.9 9.1 

Post Sec Dip 

(HND) 54 84.3 15.7 

 

45 84.2 15.8 

 

9 84.6 15.4 

Bachelor degree 49 76.8 23.2 

 

44 77.3 22.7 

 

6 73.1 26.9 

Post graduate 16 92.7 7.3   7 84.4 15.6   9 99.3 0.7 
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Table 3.5 shows that slightly more than three-quarters (76.5%) of all adults 15 years and 

older in the country have ever attended school. This ranges from nine out every 10 adults 

(90.4%) in Greater Accra region to about two out of every five adults (38.2%) in the Northern 

region. Also, only half of the adults in the Upper East and Upper West regions have ever 

attended school. School attendance is higher among males (83.5%) than females (70.4%), 

with the highest gaps in favour of males observed in the Northern, Upper West and Central 

regions. School attendance is also higher in urban than in rural areas and for males than for 

females. While the Northern region recorded the highest sex disparity (25.5%) in school 

attendance rates for the urban areas, the Central Region had the highest gap of 22.4 percent 

between males and females in the rural areas of the country. 

Table 3.5: Proportion of adults 15 years and older who have ever attended school  

      by region, locality and sex 

  Urban 

 

Rural 

 

Total 

Region 

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Western 90.6 95.5 86.4 

 

79.4 86.7 72.3 

 

84.3 90.4 78.6 

Central 82.9 91.4 76.6 

 

76.1 88.2 65.8 

 

79.1 89.6 70.7 

Greater Accra 91.3 95.7 87.4 

 

76.5 86.8 68.0 

 

90.4 95.2 86.2 

Volta 83.1 91.1 76.8 

 

69.9 78.4 62.7 

 

74.1 82.4 67.3 

Eastern 88.5 95.1 83.4 

 

79.6 87.4 72.4 

 

83.9 90.9 78.0 

Ashanti 89.1 93.2 85.7 

 

79.3 86.2 72.9 

 

84.7 90.0 80.2 

Brong Ahafo 76.7 83.4 71.5 

 

68.8 75.9 62.1 

 

72.7 79.4 67.0 

Northern 55.7 69.6 44.1 

 

29.0 38.9 20.0 

 

38.2 49.2 28.6 

Upper East 59.4 69.6 50.4 

 

47.9 56.6 40.5 

 

50.4 59.4 42.6 

Upper West 71.7 81.8 62.6 

 

47.5 57.6 38.0 

 

51.7 61.8 42.4 

Total 85.3 91.3 80.3   66.8 75.4 59.0   76.5 83.5 70.4 

 

3.4  Educational expenses 

The survey also collected information on educational expenses incurred by households on 

each member attending school or college during the 12 months preceding the interview. The 

results show that households spent on average GH 458.90 annually per household member 

attending school (Table 3.6). On average, the total annual amount spent is higher in Accra 

(Gh 1,024.14) than other urban (Gh 520.53) and all the rural areas. Similarly, expenses on 

all educational items are higher in Accra (GAMA ) than other urban or rural areas. In the rural 

areas, the average total expenses are less than the national average. Across localities, rural 

savannah has the lowest average total educational expenses of Gh 120.31 per household 

member. Table 3.6 also indicates that higher proportions of educational expenditures are 

spent on school and registration fees (40.3%) and on food, boarding and lodging (31.2%) 

while expenses on books and school supplies (9.2%) are lower.  
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Table 3.6: Average total amount spent by household per member attending  

       school/college in the last 12 months by locality (GH ) 

  Locality 

Item 

Accra 

(AMA)  

Other 

Urban 

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah Ghana Percent 

School and registration fees 475.57 211.69 94.02 74.29 35.41 185.02 40.3 

Contribution to PTA 16.16 9.42 6.34 7.67 4.34 9.01 2.0 

Uniforms and sports clothes 34.53 19.20 15.94 15.77 11.39 19.20 4.2 

Books and school supplies 97.13 46.79 25.48 26.77 11.47 42.34 9.2 

Transportation to and from school 71.03 32.11 19.92 14.38 3.67 28.35 6.2 

Food, board and lodging 255.37 170.16 106.55 106.78 46.64 143.17 31.2 

Expenses on extra classes 64.78 27.47 20.15 17.80 4.51 26.64 5.8 

In-kind expenses 9.57 3.68 2.68 6.37 2.88 5.15 1.1 

Total 1,024.14 520.53 291.08 269.83 120.31 458.90 100.0 

 

Table 3.7 provides information on household members responsible for paying for most of the 

educational expenses of household members currently attending school. Slightly more than 

half (51.4%) of all educational expenses are paid for by the father. The data show that the 

mother pays 17.5 percent of the educational expenses of the household members while both 

parents together pay 17.2 percent. Other household members (7.5%) and other relatives 

(4.7%) also contribute to the payment of educational expenses. At the levels of JHS and 

below, fathers pay about 52 percent of the educational expenses, but the contribution of 

fathers reduces for household members attending secondary or vocational (47.9%) or higher 

(35.4%) levels of education.  

Table 3.7: Level of education of household members currently attending  

      school/college by type of locality and persons paying for most  

      educational expenses  

 

    Percent 

Total Number Total Father Mother 

Both 

parents 

Other 

household 

member 

Other 

relative 

Non-

relative Self Other 

Both localities                     

Total 10,078,134 100.0 51.4 17.5 17.2 7.5 4.7 0.4 1.1 0.1 

JHS and less 8,808,723 100.0 52.4 17.2 17.4 8.0 4.3 0.4 0.2 0.1 

Secondary/Voc. 905,091 100.0 47.9 21.9 16.8 4.0 7.7 0.4 1.0 0.2 

Higher 364,320 100.0 35.4 13.9 14.5 4.5 7.2 1.0 23.2 0.3 

Urban 

 

 

        Total 5,161,026 100.0 48.2 19.0 18.3 7.2 5.0 0.6 1.6 0.1 

JHS and less 4,283,647 100.0 49.3 18.7 18.7 7.9 4.4 0.6 0.2 0.1 

Secondary/Voc. 578,228 100.0 46.2 23.7 16.7 4.0 8.1 0.6 0.8 0.0 

Higher 299,151 100.0 35.9 14.4 15.2 4.2 6.6 1.2 22.2 0.4 

Rural  

 
 

        Total 4,917,107 100.0 54.7 15.9 16.1 7.8 4.4 0.2 0.6 0.2 

JHS and less 4,525,076 100.0 55.3 15.8 16.1 8.1 4.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 

Secondary/Voc. 326,862 100.0 51.0 18.9 17.1 4.0 7.0 0.1 1.3 0.6 

Higher 65,169 100.0 32.8 11.9 11.4 6.1 9.8 0.4 27.7 0.0 
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Similarly, in the urban areas, fathers (48.2%), mothers (19.0%) and both parents together 

(18.3%) are responsible for the payment of the majority of educational expenses. In the rural 

areas, about 55 percent of most educational expenses are paid for by the father. Table 3.7 

reveals that, at the higher levels of education, about one-fifth of the students pay for their 

educational expenses themselves. The proportion of persons in rural areas attending higher 

levels of education who pay for most of their educational expenses is 27.7 percent compared 

to 22.2 percent in the urban areas. 

3.5  Literacy 

This section provides information on the literacy status of persons 15 years and older by sex 

and locality of residence. For the purpose of this survey, literacy is defined as the ability to 

read and write a simple sentence in English and any Ghanaian language with understanding. 

Table 3.8 shows that the literacy rate in Ghana is 56.3 percent. The literacy rate for males 

(67.3%) is higher than for females (46.9%). There are substantial differences between rural 

and urban literacy rates. Whereas seven out of every 10 persons (69.6%) 15 years and older 

in the urban areas is literate, only about two out of every five (41.7%) of their rural 

counterparts are literate. A similar pattern is observed among male and females in the urban 

and rural areas of the country. Greater Accra (79.6%) and other urban (65.1%) have the 

highest literacy rates while the rural savannah area (30.0%) has the lowest; this is also true 

for males and females. 

Table 3.8: Adult literacy rates by sex and locality (read and write in English) 

  Locality   

 

Urban 

 

Rural 

 

Sex 

Accra 

(AMA)  

Other 

Urban All    

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah All  Ghana 

Male 89.0 77.1 80.9 

 

67.4 59.5 38.4 53.0 67.3 

Female 71.4 55.5 60.3 

 

39.4 35.4 22.4 31.4 46.9 

Total 79.6 65.1 69.6   51.7 47.0 30.0 41.7 56.3 

 

Table 3.9 provides information on adults who are literate in English and a Ghanaian 

Language. A higher proportion of the adult population is literate in English Language only 

(35.7%) than in Ghanaian Language only (28.4%) and only 11.7 percent are literate in both 

English and a Ghanaian Language. Among the various localities, there are variations in the 

adult population who are literate in English only. Other urban (38.3%) and Accra (GAMA) 

(37.8%) have the highest proportions of the adult population who are literate in English only 

while the Rural Savannah (25.0%) has the lowest. The proportions of male adults who are 

literate in English only (33.7%), a Ghanaian Language (27.0%) and English and a Ghanaian 

Language (25.7%) are higher than females who are literate in English only (28.2%), 

Ghanaian Languages only (22.4%) and English and Ghanaian Languages (20.7%). 
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Table 3.9: Adult literacy in English and Ghanaian Languages by sex and locality 

  Literate (Read and Write) in     

Sex/Locality 

English 

only 

Ghanaian 

Languages 

only 

English and 

Ghanaian 

Languages Illiterate Total 

Male 

     Accra (AMA) 39.6 29.0 28.2 3.2 100.0 

Other urban 35.0 28.6 27.8 8.5 100.0 

Rural coastal 33.9 27.8 26.1 12.3 100.0 

Rural Forest 30.7 27.6 25.3 16.3 100.0 

Rural Savannah 26.9 17.2 15.7 40.1 100.0 

Total 33.7 27.0 25.7 13.7 100.0 

Female 

     Accra (AMA) 35.3 27.3 26.2 11.2 100.0 

Other urban 30.6 24.7 23.1 21.6 100.0 

Rural coastal 26.0 20.2 18.6 35.1 100.0 

Rural Forest 23.5 20.8 18.4 37.3 100.0 

Rural Savannah 18.6 9.8 9.0 62.6 100.0 

Total 28.2 22.4 20.7 28.7 100.0 

Both sexes 

     Accra (AMA) 37.8 28.4 27.2 6.6 100.0 

Other urban 38.3 31.0 13.7 17.0 100.0 

Rural coastal 34.6 27.8 10.5 27.1 100.0 

Rural Forest 31.8 28.4 9.7 30.0 100.0 

Rural Savannah 25.0 14.9 4.7 55.4 100.0 

Total 35.7 28.4 11.7 24.2 100.0 

 

Table 3.10 shows the population 15 years and older who have ever attended a literacy course 

by region, locality and sex. About one out of every 25 (3.8%) of the adult population 15 years 

and older in the country has ever attended a literacy course. The proportion of females (3.9%)   

who have ever attended a literacy course is slightly more than males (3.7%).  

There are regional differences in the proportions of the population who have ever attended a 

literacy course. The Upper East region (7.0%) has the highest proportion of the population 

who had ever attended a literacy course while the Greater Accra region has the least (1.0%).  

Disparities also exist between males and females across the regions. The Northern region has 

the highest proportion of males (7.9%) who have ever attended a literacy course compared to 

their counterparts in the other regions. For the females, the highest proportion is in the Volta 

region (7.0%). The Greater Accra region has very low proportions of both males (0.8%) and 

females (1.1%) who have ever attended a literacy course. 
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Table 3.10: Population 15 years and older by region, locality, sex and  

        literacy course attendance 

Region/ 

locality 

Male   Female   Total 

Estimated 

population 

15+ years 

('000) 

Ever attended 

literacy course 

 

Estimated 

population 

15+ years 

('000) 

Ever attended 

literacy course 

 

Estimated 

population 

15+ years 

('000) 

Ever attended 

literacy course 

Number Percent   Number Percent   Number Percent 

Total 7,370 269,105 3.7 
 

8,545 329,603 3.9 
 

15,915 598,708 3.8 

Western 698 23,969 3.4 

 

737 29,234 4.0 

 

1,435 53,203 3.7 

Central 626 16,593 2.6 

 

785 18,854 2.4 

 

1,411 35,447 2.5 

Greater 

Accra 
1,315 10,921 0.8 

 

1,511 16,654 1.1 

 

2,826 27,575 1.0 

Volta 604 36,751 6.1 

 

733 51,041 7 

 

1,337 87,792 6.6 

Eastern 772 18,513 2.4 

 

911 41,281 4.5 

 

1,683 59,794 3.6 

Ashanti 1,454 35,289 2.4 

 

1,703 74,069 4.3 

 

3,157 109,358 3.5 

Brong Ahafo 708 36,895 5.2 

 

820 44,268 5.4 

 

1,528 81,163 5.3 

Northern 678 53,719 7.9 

 

770 19,263 2.5 

 

1,448 72,982 5.0 

Upper East 301 22,932 7.6 

 

345 22,086 6.4 

 

646 45,018 7.0 

Upper West 215 13,524 6.3 

 

230 12,851 5.6 

 

444 26,375 5.9 

            Urban 3,784 62,019 1.6 

 

4,591 90,168 2.0 

 

8,374 152,187 1.8 

Accra 

(GAMA)  
954 8,517 0.9 

 

1,095 7,892 0.7 

 

2,049 16,409 0.8 

Other Urban  2,830 53,502 1.9 

 

3,496 82,276 2.4 

 

6,326 135,778 2.1 

            Rural  3,586 207,086 5.8 

 

3,954 239,435 6.1 

 

7,541 446,521 5.9 

Rural Coastal 395 14,322 3.6 

 

504 27,796 5.5 

 

899 42,118 4.7 

Rural Forest 1,940 78,802 4.1 

 

2,092 136,457 6.5 

 

4,032 215,259 5.3 

Rural 

Savannah 
1,252 113,962 9.1   1,358 75,182 5.5   2,610 189,144 7.2 

 

There are substantial differences between the localities. A higher proportion of the rural 

population (5.9%) has ever attended a literacy course compared to 1.8 percent of those in 

urban areas. Males and females in rural areas are also more likely to have taken courses in 

literacy than those in urban areas. Considering the three rural areas, rural savannah recorded 

7.2 percent whereas rural coastal recorded the lowest proportion of 4.7 percent.  

3.6 Apprenticeship training 

The survey sought information on the population 15 years and older who had ever undergone 

apprenticeship training. These are persons who are either working or had worked for a skilled 

or qualified person in order to learn a trade or profession in various fields. Table 3.11 shows 

that 31.7 percent of the apprentices are in the making of textiles, apparel and furnishing, 21.9 

percent are in personal/grounds services, 13.8 percent are in building and 10.0 percent are in 

automotive trade. Building (28.1%), automotive (20.9%), transportation and material moving 

(15.4%) and mechanical trades (14.1%) are male dominated apprenticeship trades. On the 

other hand, textiles, apparel and furnishing (52.0%) and personal/grounds services (41.2%) 

are female dominated.  
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In both urban and rural areas, the majority of apprentices are in the making of textiles, 

apparel and furnishing, personal/ground services, building and automobile trades. However, 

apprentices in urban areas are more likely than those in rural areas to be involved in 

personal/ground services (24.1% against 18.5%), automobile trades (10.6% against 9.1%) 

and mechanical trades (8.8% against 3.7%). On the contrary, apprentices in rural areas are 

more likely than their urban counterparts to learn the textiles, apparel and furnishing (32.9%), 

building (17.5%) and transportation and material moving (10.9%) trades.  

Table 3.11: Apprentices 15 years and older by main trade learnt, locality and sex 

  Urban   Rural   Ghana 

Main trade learnt 
Male Female 

Both 

sexes   Male Female 

Both 

sexes   Male Female 

Both 

sexes 

Food preparation/ 

processing and beverage 

services 

0.3 3.8 2.1 

 

0.0 4.2 2.2 

 

0.2 3.9 2.1 

Health service and 

related activities 
0.6 0.0 0.3 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.3 0.0 0.2 

Personal/grounds service 0.6 45.2 24.1 

 

0.8 35.1 18.5 

 

0.7 41.2 21.9 

Building 23.8 0.3 11.4 

 

34.6 1.5 17.5 

 

28.1 0.8 13.8 

Automotive 22.3 0.0 10.6 

 

18.7 0.0 9.1 

 

20.9 0.0 10.0 

Electrical 10.5 0.4 5.2 

 

5.7 0.0 2.8 

 

8.6 0.2 4.2 

Mechanical 18.4 0.2 8.8 

 

7.6 0.0 3.7 

 

14.1 0.1 6.8 

Fishing/Hunting/Forestry 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.1 0.0 0.0 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Textile, Apparel and 

Furnishing 
10.9 48.8 30.8 

 

7.2 56.8 32.9 

 

9.4 52.0 31.7 

Other production related 

trades 
0.5 1.0 0.7 

 

1.6 1.6 1.6 

 

0.9 1.2 1.1 

Transportation and 

material moving trades 
10.8 0.3 5.3 

 

22.2 0.4 10.9 

 

15.4 0.3 7.5 

Visual and Performance 

Artists 
0.3 0.0 0.2 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.2 0.0 0.1 

Administrative/Support 

Services 
0.3 0.0 0.2 

 

0.3 0.0 0.1 

 

0.3 0.0 0.2 

Others 0.6 0.2 0.4 

 

1.1 0.2 0.6 

 

0.8 0.2 0.5 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

Table 3.12 provides information on the average length of time spent on apprenticeship 

training for the population 15 years and older. On average, it takes about 35 months (almost 

three years) to complete apprenticeship training. The longest periods spent on apprenticeship 

training are in the areas of electrical works (38.2 months) and health service and related 

activities (37.6 months). Generally, males take a longer duration (35.6 months) to complete 

apprenticeship training than females (34.3 months). The longest average duration of 

apprenticeship training for males is spent on health service and related activities (38.6 

months) while the highest for females is automotive apprenticeship (40.0 months). 

Apprenticeship training in the urban areas takes a relatively longer period (average 35.3 

months) to complete than training undertaken in rural areas (average 34.6 months).  
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Table 3.12: Average length of time (in months) spent on apprenticeship training  

        by main trade, locality and sex 

  

 Main trade learnt 

Urban   Rural   Ghana 

Male Female Total   Male Female Total   Male Female Total 

Food preparation 

processing and beverage 

services 30.0 32.0 31.8   32.2 31.9 31.9   31.1 32.0 31.9 

Health service and related 

activities 40.5 40.2 40.4 

 

36.0 34.0 34.8 

 

38.6 36.8 37.6 

Personal/grounds service 35.5 34.6 34.7 

 

31.8 34.6 34.5 

 

34.0 34.6 34.6 

Building 36.5 36.0 36.5 

 

36.1 36.8 36.1 

 

36.3 36.6 36.3 

Automotive 38.2 39.0 38.3 

 

35.3 42.0 35.4 

 

36.9 40.0 36.9 

Electrical 38.9 36.0 38.8 

 

37.1 0.0 37.1 

 

38.2 36.0 38.2 

Mechanical 37.9 40.0 38.0 

 

37.8 36.0 37.7 

 

37.9 38.4 37.9 

Fishing/Hunting/Forestry 26.2 32.0 27.3 

 

35.5 33.2 34.3 

 

32.1 33.1 32.6 

Textile, Apparel and 

Furnishing 35.8 34.9 35.1 

 

34.4 34.5 34.5 

 

35.1 34.7 34.8 

Other production related 

trades 35.4 25.2 29.2 

 

27.8 24.2 25.3 

 

31.1 24.6 26.8 

Transportation and 

material moving trades 33.1 44.0 33.1 

 

33.0 32.8 33.0 

 

33.0 34.4 33.0 

Visual and Performance 

Artists 31.3 0.0 31.3 

 

33.9 0.0 33.9 

 

32.2 0.0 32.2 

Administrative/Support 

Services 0.0 36.0 36.0 

 

36.0 0.0 36.0 

 

36.0 36.0 36.0 

Others 33.0 40.5 34.0 

 

31.7 30.3 31.5 

 

32.3 34.0 32.6 

Total 36.1 34.5 35.3   35.0 34.0 34.6   35.6 34.3 35.0 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

HEALTH  

 

4.1 Introduction  

Health, according to the World Health Organization (2012), is a state of complete physical, 

mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. For the 

public to benefit from health information it should be well packaged for potential users such 

as programme managers, health care providers, policy makers and researchers. Health 

indicators must also be available to guide the health sector to realize their performance with 

reference to programme areas and where possible re-package the intervention measures to 

improve the health delivery system to reduce morbidity, mortality and improve the nutritional 

status of children in the country.  

The chapter principally focuses on the general health conditions of the household members 

two weeks preceding the interview. Issues such as fertility, pre-natal care and contraceptive 

use, child health, HIV/AIDS awareness and knowledge and health insurance are also 

discussed.   

4.2 Health condition in the two weeks preceding the interview  

This section discusses the general health status of all household members during the survey. 

For household members who reported suffering from an injury or illness two weeks 

preceding the interview, additional information was sought on whether they had to stop their 

usual activities as a result of the ill-health and for how long. Information was also gathered 

from household members on whether they consulted a health practitioner for health care and 

if they did who they consulted and the reason for seeing a health practitioner.  Another 

important indicator is the type of facility from which people usually seek medical care, be it 

public, private or medical alternatives. Health expenditure on illness or injury, in-patient 

(admissions) service delivery and drugs are also discussed.  

About 14 percent of the population reported that they suffered from an illness or injury two 

weeks preceding the interview (Figure 4.1). Reported illness or injury varies with age, with 

the oldest and youngest age groups being mostly affected. For example, while about one-fifth 

(20.3%) of children 0-5 years and persons aged 50 years and older (22.4%) were reported to 

have suffered from an injury or illness two weeks preceding the interview, the proportion of 

those who suffered illness or injury was relatively low among the intervening age groups, 

with the age group 6-19 years being the least affected.  
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Figure 4.1: Proportion of persons who suffered from an illness or injury  

        two weeks preceding interview by age group 

 

 

Table 4.1 shows that among the localities, a relatively lower percentage of persons in Accra 

(GAMA) than other urban areas and the three rural localities reported suffering from an 

illness or injury. While in Accra (GAMA), about 9 percent of persons suffered from illness or 

injury during the reference period, the corresponding percentages for the other localities 

range from 14.4 percent in other urban areas to 16.3 percent in rural forest.  Nationwide, 

females are slightly more likely to be sick (15.6%) than males (13.0%).  The male and female 

disparities in illness or injury in the different localities is not different from the pattern 

realized for the country. For instance, 15.9 percent of females and 12.7 percent of males in 

other urban areas suffered from an illness or injury two weeks prior to the interview; the 

reported rates for females and males in rural savannah were 16.2 percent and 14.8 percent 

respectively.  

Table 4.1:  Percentage of persons suffering from an illness or injury during  

       the two weeks preceding interview by age group, locality and sex 

Age 

group 

Ghana 

Locality 

 

Accra (GAMA) 

 

Other Urban  

Male Female Total   Male Female Total   Male Female Total 

0 - 5 21.4 19.1 20.3 

 

14.2 12.4 13.4 

 

21.0 19.3 20.2 

6  - 19 8.4 10.0 9.2 

 

5.2 5.7 5.5 

 

8.2 10.5 9.4 

20 - 49 11.8 15.6 13.9 

 

7.0 10.3 8.7 

 

12.5 16.3 14.6 

50+ 18.5 25.7 22.4 

 

12.2 17.5 14.9 

 

16.0 25.0 21.1 

Total 13.0 15.6 14.3   8.1 10.0 9.1   12.7 15.9 14.4 
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Table 4.1 Cont'd 

Age 

group 

Locality 

  Rural Coastal 

 

Rural Forest 

 

Rural Savannah 

Male Female Total   Male Female Total   Male Female Total 

0 - 5 22.9 16.8 19.7 

 

24.2 21.9 23.1 

 

22.7 19.6 21.2 

6-19 8.0 10.5 9.3 

 

8.8 10.3 9.5 

 

10.2 11.4 10.7 

20 - 49 12.9 16.5 14.8 

 

13.8 17.8 15.9 

 

12.7 16.5 14.8 

50+ 14.7 28.5 23.3 

 

22.0 30.4 26.4 

 

22.5 23.6 23.1 

Total 12.9 16.7 14.9   14.8 17.8 16.3   14.8 16.2 15.5 

 

In the two weeks prior to the interview 62.4 percent of persons who suffered from an illness 

or injury had to stop their usual activities (Table 4.2). At the locality level, 59 percent each of 

persons who reported sick in Accra (GAMA) and other urban areas had to stop their usual 

activities as a result of the illness or injury compared to 62.5 percent, 66.3 percent and 64.9 

percent for rural coastal, rural forest and rural savannah respectively.  Between the sexes, the 

differences are generally small. At the national level, a slightly lower proportion of females 

(62.2%) than males (62.7%) stopped their usual activities because of an illness or injury. In 

terms of locality, a similar observation is made for other urban areas, rural coastal and rural 

savannah where slightly fewer females than males are unable to work due to an illness or 

injury. The reverse is true for Accra (GAMA) and rural forest where fewer males than 

females miss work because of an illness or injury.  

Table 4.2:  Percentage of persons suffering from an illness or injury who had  

       to stop their usual activity during the two weeks preceding the interview  

       by age group, locality and sex 

Age 

group 

Ghana 
 

Locality 

 

Accra (GAMA) 

 

Other Urban  

Male Female Total   Male Female Total   Male Female Total 

0 - 5 62.9 62.7 62.8 

 

54.0 53.6 53.8 

 

57.1 61.0 58.9 

6  - 19 64.7 65.1 64.9 

 

58.0 52.6 55.0 

 

62.5 64.9 63.9 

20 - 49 58.3 59.6 59.1 

 

57.7 66.3 63.1 

 

56.7 52.5 54.1 

50+ 67.7 63.3 65.0 

 

60.4 56.2 57.9 

 

63.9 60.5 61.6 

Total 62.7 62.2 62.4   57.2 60.1 58.9   59.2 58.3 58.7 

(Contôd)  

Age group 

Locality 

  Rural Coastal 

 

Rural Forest 

 

Rural Savannah 

Male Female Total   Male Female Total   Male Female Total 

0 - 5 66.5 57.3 62.5 

 

65.3 64.2 64.8 

 

70.4 67.6 69.1 

6  -  19 70.7 62.4 65.9 

 

65.4 69.8 67.7 

 

67.4 64.9 66.2 

20 - 49 58.7 64.9 62.4 

 

61.8 65.1 63.7 

 

56.2 61.1 59.2 

50+ 69.2 56.8 59.7 

 

70.8 69.3 69.9 

 

70.1 63.6 66.7 

Total 65.1 60.8 62.5   65.5 66.9 66.3   65.9 63.9 64.9 
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Two-thirds (66.2%) of those who reported being ill or injured consulted a health practitioner 

(Table 4.3).  The data indicate that more persons in Accra (GAMA) (76.9%), other urban 

localities (67.6%) and rural coastal (69.1%) consulted health practitioners than persons in 

rural forest (62.3%) and rural savannah (63.3%).  Between the sexes, more females (67.1%) 

than males (65.0%) consulted health practitioners and the pattern is the same for all localities, 

except rural savannah where the proportion of males and females are almost the same.  

Consultation of health practitioners is common among the age group 0-5 years (70.0%)This 

observed pattern is similar across all the localities except Accra (GAMA) and rural forest 

where consultation is highest among those aged 50 years and older.  

Table 4.3:  Percentage of persons who reported ill and consulted a health  

        practitioner during the two weeks preceding interview by age group,  

        locality and sex 

Age 

group 

Ghana 

Locality 

 

Accra (GAMA) 

 

Other Urban  

Male Female Total   Male Female Total   Male Female Total 

0 - 5 71.1 68.6 70.0 

 

84.1 76.4 80.8 

 

71.9 73.4 72.6 

6 - 19 62.9 66.3 64.8 

 

56.1 78.7 68.5 

 

65.5 66.3 66.0 

20 - 49 61.1 66.0 64.1 

 

78.3 73.5 75.3 

 

61.8 67.1 65.1 

50+ 65.2 68.4 67.2 

 

77.8 89.2 84.7 

 

69.5 69.3 69.3 

Total 65.0 67.1 66.2   75.6 77.9 76.9   66.4 68.4 67.6 

Cont'd 

Age group 

Locality 

  Rural Coastal 

 

Rural Forest 

 

Rural Savannah 

Male Female Total   Male Female Total   Male Female Total 

0 - 5 77.4 74.0 75.9 

 

65.7 61.9 63.9 

 

70.4 67.2 69.0 

6-19 72.4 68.9 70.4 

 

57.9 62.9 60.5 

 

65.9 65.4 65.6 

20 - 49 59.0 70.4 65.9 

 

56.1 62.6 60.0 

 

57.0 62.0 60.0 

50+ 66.2 66.9 66.8 

 

64.2 66.7 65.7 

 

56.3 59.3 57.8 

Total 68.4 69.6 69.1   60.8 63.6 62.3   63.2 63.5 63.3 

 

Table 4.4 indicates that majority of persons who consulted a health practitioner indicated that 

they did so due to an illness (87.7%). The other reasons cited are injury (5.4 %) and going for 

a check-up (3.5%). There is little variation in the proportions of persons who sought 

consultation due to illness by locality; the proportions ranged between 85.2 percent in the 

rural forest to 90.7percent in the rural coastal. For both sexes, 4.1 percent of the consultations 

in the rural coastal area and 7.2 percent in the rural forest were due to injury.  
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Table 4.4:  Percentage distribution of persons who reported ill and consulted a  

       health practitioner two weeks preceding the interview by reason for  

       medical consultation 

Locality 

Reason for 

medical 

consultation 

Ghana Accra (GAMA) Other Urban 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Illness 87.7 87.5 87.8 87.0 90.4 84.4 85.8 8.5 86.1 

Injury 5.4 7.0 4.1 3.6 3.2 3.9 4.6 6.6 3.3 

Follow-up 1.0 0.9 1.2 1.0 0.5 1.4 1.5 1.3 1.6 

Check-up 3.5 3.1 3.7 5.2 4.6 5.7 5.4 5.2 5.4 

Prenatal care 0.8 0.1 1.3 1.2 0.0 2.1 0.7 0.0 1.1 

Delivery 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.4 0.0 0.7 0.2 0.0 0.3 

Postnatal care 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.5 1.1 1.1 0.8 1.3 

Vaccination 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.1 

Other 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.5 0.6 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Contôd 

         Locality 

Reason for 

medical 

consultation 

Rural Coastal Rural Forest Rural Savannah 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Illness 90.7 89.4 91.6 85.2 84.5 85.9 90.6 90.3 90.8 

Injury 4.1 5.5 3.1 7.2 9.7 5.3 5.4 6.6 4.4 

Follow-up 0.4 0.0 0.6 1.6 1.9 1.4 0.4 0.1 0.6 

Check-up 3.1 2.8 3.4 3.8 3.4 4.1 1.2 1.0 1.3 

Prenatal care 0.6 0.5 0.6 1.0 0.0 1.7 0.7 0.1 1.3 

Delivery 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.2 

Postnatal care 1.1 1.8 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.3 1.2 1.2 1.1 

Vaccination 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.2 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

A high proportion of those who suffered an injury or illness consulted medical practitioners 

in public (52.2%) facilities or in private non-religious (44.6%) facilities. The patronage of 

public health facilities is highest in rural forest (52.0%) and rural savannah (60.6%). Private 

non-religious facilities are used by the majority of those who consulted a medical practitioner 

in Accra (GAMA, 72.0. %) rural coastal (52.0%). Private religious facilities are used by only 

3.2 percent of the population and this varied slightly by sex and locality.  
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Table 4.5: Percentage distribution of persons who reported ill and underwent  

       medical consultation two weeks preceding the interview by type of  

       facility, locality and sex 

Type of facility 

Locality 

Ghana 
 

Accra (GAMA) 

 
Other Urban 

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Public 52.2 51.0 53.1 
 

25.6 20.6 29.4 
 

48.3 48.1 48.4 

Private Religious 3.2 3.0 3.4 
 

2.4 3.3 1.8 
 

4.1 3.6 4.4 

Private Non-

religious 
44.6 45.9 43.6 

 
72.0 76.2 68.8 

 
47.6 48.3 47.2 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
 

100.0 100.0 100.0 

Cont'd 

Type of facility  

Locality 

Rural Coastal 
 

Rural Forest 
 

Rural Savannah 

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Public 44.3 44.4 44.3 
 

56.0 54.7 57.1 
 

60.6 58.3 62.6 

Private Religious 3.4 2.8 3.8 
 

4.2 4.7 3.8 
 

1.8 1.5 2.1 

Private Non-

religious 
52.3 52.8 51.9 

 
39.8 40.6 39.2 

 
37.6 40.2 35.3 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
 

100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

Consultations with medical practitioners usually take place in hospitals (46.7%) and clinics 

(17.8%) although a reasonable percentage take place in chemical stores (23.8%). Chemical 

stores are highly patronized in all localities except Accra (GAMA) where only 12.1 percent 

do consultation. On the other hand, a sizeable proportion of persons in GAMA (27.3%) 

patronize a pharmacy (Table 4.6).  

Table 4.6: Percentage distribution of persons who reported ill and underwent  

      medical consultation two weeks preceding the interview by category of  

      facility, locality and sex 

Type of facility 

Locality 

Ghana 
 

Accra (GAMA) 

 

Other Urban 

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Hospital 46.7 43.9 48.9 
 

35.0 31.6 37.7 
 

55.2 53.7 56.3 

Clinic 17.8 17.6 18.0 
 

22.1 20.7 23.3 
 

17.2 16.0 18.0 

MCH Clinic 2.7 2.8 2.6 
 

0.7 0.5 0.8 
 

1.6 1.6 1.6 

Maternity Home 0.5 0.5 0.5 
 

0.0 0.0 0.0 
 

0.3 0.3 0.3 

Pharmacy 5.2 5.8 4.8 

 

27.3 31.6 23.7 

 

5.7 6.2 5.5 

Chemical store 23.8 25.7 22.3 

 

12.1 13.5 11.0 

 

18.4 20.4 17.1 

Consultant's 

Home 
0.4 0.4 0.4 

 

0.9 0.5 1.3 

 

0.2 0.3 0.1 

Patient's Home 0.3 0.3 0.3 

 

0.5 0.5 0.4 

 

0.3 0.1 0.3 

Other 2.5 3.0 2.2 

 

1.4 1.0 1.7 

 

1.1 1.5 0.9 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

 



28 

 

Table 4.6 cont'd 

Type of facility 

Locality 

Rural Coastal 
 

Rural Forest 
 

Rural Savannah 

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Hospital 47.0 42.2 50.0 
 

46.0 44.3 47.4 
 

39.7 36.7 42.5 

Clinic 23.5 24.0 23.1 
 

16.2 15.8 16.5 
 

17.1 18.3 16.0 

MCH Clinic 0.8 1.9 0.0 
 

3.2 3.6 2.9 
 

4.7 4.2 5.2 

Maternity Home 1.0 1.3 0.8 
 

0.5 0.6 0.5 
 

0.8 0.8 0.7 

Pharmacy 3.5 2.6 4.1 

 

1.4 1.8 1.1 

 

1.6 1.9 1.4 

Chemical store 23.2 26.6 21.1 

 

29.2 29.9 28.8 

 

30.1 31.7 28.6 

Consultant's 

Home 
0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.4 0.6 0.3 

 

0.6 0.5 0.6 

Patient's Home 0.3 0.6 0.0 

 

0.6 0.8 0.5 

 

0.1 0.1 0.1 

Other 0.8 0.6 0.8 

 

2.3 2.6 2.1 

 

5.2 5.8 4.7 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

The average total medical expenses incurred by people who reported ill or injured in the two 

weeks preceding the interview was GH¢88.03 (Table 4.7). Total medical expenses are higher 

in rural than the urban areas, especially in rural forest (GH¢147.88) areas. Payment made for 

drugs at the health facilities averaged GH¢33.84 compared to an average of GH¢34.32 being 

payment made for medication that were bought outside the health facility. Payment made for 

medicines is higher in Accra (GAMA), GH¢44.61 than in all other localities, with rural 

coastal recording an average expenditure on medicines as low as GH¢11.25. An average 

payment of GH¢347.03 was made for overall treatment fees. Registration fees and transport 

costs are generally low across all localities.  

Table 4.7: Average consultation fees and payments for medicines (GH¢) two weeks  

       preceding the interview (excluding those who paid nothing) by locality  

            and sex 

Medical expenses 

Locality 

Ghana 

 

Accra (GAMA) 

 

Other Urban 

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Consultation fees 16.60 17.33 16.00 

 

15.20 13.72 16.62 

 

15.19 11.93 16.90 

Amount for medicine 34.32 37.38 32.00 

 

65.22 61.80 67.47 

 

19.29 29.88 11.98 

Total medical expenses  88.03 132.38 49.49 

 

40.97 103.04 0.00 

 

53.34 60.32 48.11 

Registration fees 5.05 6.30 4.02 

 

7.60 9.25 5.99 

 

4.50 5.65 3.89 

Diagnosis fees 13.28 20.09 7.66 

 

22.52 29.28 16.05 

 

17.15 37.98 6.17 

Amount for drugs 33.84 37.22 31.05 

 

44.61 46.83 42.49 

 

42.65 50.54 38.49 

How much was paid for 

overall treatment fees 47.03 48.83 45.58 

 

65.62 67.37 63.94 

 

45.30 36.37 50.12 

Amount for transport 4.85 5.40 4.40   5.47 6.56 4.43   3.50 3.33 3.58 
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Table 4.7 contôd 

Medical expenses 

Locality 

Rural Coastal 

 

Rural Forest 

 

Rural Savannah 

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female   

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Consultation fees 28.37 18.25 34.25 

 

19.99 29.24 11.59 

 

13.82 19.16 7.48 

Amount for medicine 24.42 0.00 24.42 

 

15.20 11.74 19.47 

 

50.64 53.38 47.96 

Total medical expenses  52.67 85.60 26.21 

 

147.88 197.62 103.54 

 

124.00 188.92 41.59 

Registration fees 2.88 4.91 1.70 

 

2.97 4.12 1.93 

 

2.77 2.65 2.90 

Diagnosis fees 2.52 4.71 1.24 

 

0.88 1.64 0.19 

 

0.57 0.98 0.05 

Amount for drugs 11.25 16.61 8.14 

 

19.54 27.13 12.65 

 

14.79 14.79 14.79 

How much was paid for 

overall treatment fees 23.05 38.80 12.76 

 

23.45 29.94 18.72 

 

28.91 30.48 27.07 

Amount for transport 7.07 4.18 8.75   6.06 7.29 4.95   3.25 3.30 3.19 

 

Table 4.8, which provides information on financiers or persons who paid for the medical bills 

including the cost of consultations, medicines and hospital admissions, reveals that the 

expenditures are borne mainly by household members (54.5%) and through health insurance 

services (41.5%). Settling of medical bills through health insurance is very much depended 

upon in all localities except the rural coastal where patronage seems relatively low (25.0%). 

In other areas, patronage ranges from 35.1 percent in Accra (GAMA) to 48.0 percent in other 

urban areas.  

Table 4.8: Proportion of persons who reported ill during the two weeks preceding 

      the interview by financier of medical expenses, locality and sex 

Persons who reported ill 

Locality 

Ghana 
 

Accra (GAMA) 

 
Other Urban 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Household member 54.5 57.3 52.0   58.0 60.6 55.6   47.6 50.6 45.1 

Other relative 2.9 2.6 3.2 
 

3.7 3.6 3.8 
 

3.2 3.0 3.4 

Government 0.3 0.3 0.2 
 

0.8 0.9 0.6 
 

0.2 0.3 0.2 

Employer 0.3 0.4 0.2 
 

0.8 1.1 0.6 
 

0.5 0.7 0.3 

Household member's 

employer 
0.3 0.2 0.3 

 

0.9 0.7 1.2 

 

0.3 0.4 0.3 

Health insurance 41.5 38.9 43.9 

 

35.1 32.2 37.8 

 

48.0 44.9 50.6 

Other 0.2 0.2 0.1 

 
0.7 0.9 0.4 

 
0.1 0.1 0.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

Table 4.8 Cont'd 

Persons who reported ill 

Locality 

Rural Coastal 
 

Rural Forest 
 

Rural Savannah 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

 

Both 

sexes Male Female 

Household member 68.8 70.8 67.0   57.8 60.6 55.1   55.8 57.9 53.7 

Other relative 5.9 5.3 6.4 
 

2.2 1.8 2.6 
 

1.8 1.6 1.9 

Government 0.0 0.1 0.0 
 

0.2 0.1 0.3 
 

0.1 0.1 0.1 

Employer 0.1 0.2 0.0 
 

0.1 0.1 0.1 
 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Household member's 

employer 
0.1 0.0 0.1 

 

0.0 0.0 0.1 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Health insurance 25.0 23.6 26.2 

 
39.5 37.3 41.8 

 
42.3 40.4 44.2 

Other 0.1 0.0 0.1 

 
0.1 0.1 0.1 

 
0.1 0.0 0.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 
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4.3 Fertility, pre -natal care and contraceptive use 

Table 4.9 presents the pregnancy status of women aged 15-49 years by age group and 

locality. Overall, 65.8 percent of the women aged 15-49 reported ever being pregnant. About 

9 percent reported being pregnant in the last 12 months while 4.9 percent were pregnant at 

the time of the interview (currently pregnant). In all cases, the proportions were relatively 

higher for rural areas than for urban areas. . Across age groups, the percentage of women who 

were currently pregnant or pregnant in the last 12 months peaks at the 25-29 age group, and 

then gradually declines. Current pregnancy among women aged 45-49 years is relatively low 

(0.8%) compared to women in other age groups. On the other hand, the proportion of women 

in the reproductive age group who have ever been pregnant increases with age till it reaches 

its highest peak of 97.4 percent among those aged 45-49 years.  

Table 4.9:  Pregnancy status of women 15-49 years by age group and locality 

Age 

group 

Ever Pregnant 

 

Pregnant within the last 12 months 

 

Currently pregnant 

Urban Rural Total Number   Urban Rural Total Number   Urban Rural Total Number 

15- 19 5.9 13.9 9.6 137,912  

 

1.6 4.9 3.1 45,173  

 

1.0 2.6 1.7 24,888  

20 ï 24 35.4 61.6 47.3 550,680  

 

6.6 16.5 11.1 128,842  

 

4.3 8.2 6.1 70,524  

25 ï 29 70.7 88.1 78.0 819,009  

 

12.9 21.4 16.5 173,113  

 

7.9 11.5 9.4 98,893  

30- 34 89.4 95.9 92.2 834,101  

 

15.0 13.8 14.5 130,965  

 

5.8 9.1 7.2 65,569  

35 ï 39 92.0 97.9 94.7 791,327  

 

9.0 13.2 10.9 91,323  

 

5.6 5.3 5.5 45,851  

40 ï 44 96.9 97.1 97.0 720,097  

 

4.4 6.8 5.5 41,052  

 

0.9 3.5 2.1 15,635  

45- 49 96.9 98.1 97.4 565,107  

 

0.7 1.7 1.1 6,634  

 

0.4 1.2 0.8 4,472  

Total 61.5 71.1 65.8 4,418,233    7.3 11.5 9.2 617,102    3.9 6.1 4.9 325,832  

 

Figure 4.2 shows the proportion of women who are currently pregnant by age group and by 

urban and rural location. The proportion of women who are currently pregnant is higher in 

rural areas than in urban areas among all age groups except the 35-39 year olds, where the 

reverse is true. For women aged 35-39 years, the proportion currently pregnant in urban areas 

is 5.6 percent compared to 5.3 percent in rural areas.  

Figure 4.2:  Proportion of women currently pregnant by age group and locality 
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Women who were pregnant in the 

12 months prior to the interview 

were asked about the outcome of 

their pregnancy. The results are 

shown in Table 4.10. Overall, 13.5 

percent of pregnancies did not result 

in live births. One-fifth (20.4 %) of 

pregnancies of urban women did not 

result in live births compared to 5.5 

percent of their rural counterparts. 

Women who are 35 years and older 

are less likely to have pregnancies 

that do not result in live births 

(15.8%) compared to those who are 

less than 35 years (11.5%).   

Table 4.11 shows the distribution of women aged 15-49 years who are currently pregnant or 

were pregnant during the 12 months preceding the interview who received pre-natal care by 

age and locality. Four out of every five (80.0%) women who was pregnant in the 12 months 

preceding the survey received antenatal care in Ghana. Women in Accra (GAMA) recorded 

the highest antenatal care uptake (88%) followed by those in other urban areas (83.7%) and 

rural forest (77.9%). Women living in the rural coastal area recorded the lowest antenatal care 

uptake (74.1%). The distribution by age group show that antenatal care uptake is highest 

among the youngest age group (i.e., those aged 15-19 years) and in the Greater Accra 

Metropolitan area and other urban areas, all pregnant women aged 15-19 were reported to 

have received antenatal care. Conversely, women in the 45-49 age group recorded the lowest 

antenatal care uptake (68.1%). 

Table 4.11: Women aged 15-49 years currently pregnant or pregnant during the  

         last 12 months who received pre-natal care by age and locality 

  Locality   

Age group 
Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban 

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah 
    All  

15 ï 19 100.0 100.0 70.3 94.4 77.9 90.7 

20 -24 93.7 82.1 68.7 71.9 76.4 77.4 

25 ï 29 85.7 80.4 62.0 86.7 70.5 80.0 

30 ï 34 90.8 81.0 83.8 75.6 73.7 79.7 

35 ï 39 80.0 91.3 100.0 57.1 78.4 78.8 

40 ï 44 100.0 93.2 83.2 81.5 72.7 81.8 

45 ï 49 0.0 38.9 66.4 100.0 69.3 68.1 

All age groups 88.4 83.7 74.1 77.9 73.8 80.0 

 

Table 4.12a indicate that contraceptive prevalence among all women is 21.9 percent and 

ranges from 19.1 percent in rural savannah to 24.9 percent in rural coastal. Among the age 

groups, the use of contraception is highest among the 25-29 year olds (31/6%) and lowest 

among the 15-19 year olds (6.5%). 

 

  

Table 4.10: Proportion of pregnancies in  

           the last 12 months that did not  

        result in a live birth by locality and 

        age of woman  

Locality 

Under 35 

years 

35 years 

and 

older Total 

Urban 18.1 22.7 20.4 

Rural 4.4 6.8 5.5 

Total 11.5 15.8 13.5 
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Table 4.12a: Percent distribution of women 15-49 years who are using any 

          contraceptive method to prevent or delay pregnancy by age and locality 

Age group 

Locality 

Ghana 

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban 

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah 

15-19 5.1 5.8 9.3 6.8 7.9 6.5 

20-24 20.1 21.6 24.1 31.5 21.2 23.8 

25-29 31.2 34.4 40.6 30.7 24.2 31.6 

30-34 30.2 30.7 31.2 33.9 25.3 30.4 

35-39 31.1 25.2 42.2 32.8 26.6 29.2 

40-44 22.6 20.3 20.8 23.5 20.1 21.5 

44-49 16.5 14.9 15.6 14.2 15.5 15.1 

Total 22.4 21.0 24.9 23.8 19.5 21.9 

 

Table 4.12b shows the distribution of currently married women aged 15-49 years who are 

using a contraceptive method to prevent or delay pregnancy by age and locality. Overall, 29.5 

percent of married women use some method of contraception. The Table indicates that 

contraceptive use is lowest in the rural savannah area (22.6%) and highest in the rural forest 

area (35.2%).  Within the age groups, use of contraception is more prevalent among the age 

groups 20-39 years and lowest in the 15-19 and 45-49 age groups.  

Table 4.12b: Percent distribution of currently married w omen aged 15-49 years  

          (or their partners) who are using any contraceptive method to prevent  

           or delay pregnancy by age and locality 

Age group 

Locality 

Ghana 

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban 

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah 

15-19 19.6 26.5 25.4 18.8 12.1 19.3 

20-24 36.4 32.9 31.6 39.1 23.3 32.7 

25-29 37.0 35.4 43.1 30.2 22.6 32.2 

30-34 32.4 32.9 34.8 37.0 24.1 32.2 

35-39 36.7 28.6 48.8 37.4 27.7 33.1 

40-44 28.5 24.3 26.7 26.4 19.6 24.9 

45-49 22.7 18.8 22.4 18.1 17.7 19.2 

Total 32.6 29.4 35.2 31.8 22.6 29.5 

 

The use of contraception by women or their partners by type and age-group is shown in Table 

4.13. Utilization of contraceptive methods is rather low, as noted above, with 16.0 percent 

using modern methods of contraception and 78.1 percent reporting not using any method at 

all. Of all the modern methods used to prevent or delay pregnancy, the use of the pill is quite 

common among women 15-49 years in Ghana (5.4%). The injectable (5.2%) is the next 

commonly used method, followed by the male condom (2.8%), with the rest of the modern 

methods recording less than one percent each. Women who use traditional methods account 

for 5.9 percent of those interviewed. Overall, 5.9 percent of the women reported using 

traditional methods to delay or avoid pregnancy. The traditional methods commonly used are 

the rhythm (3.2%), abstinence (1.7%), and withdrawal (0.7%). A similar pattern holds across 

all age groups. The highest proportion (93.5%) of females who do not use any contraceptive 
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method was reported among the 15-19 year olds. The age group that is most likely to use 

some form of contraception is the 25-29 year olds, with overall contraceptive prevalent rate 

of 31.6 percent.  

Table 4.13:  Women aged 15-49 years (or their partners) by age group and  

           contraceptive method used 

Contraceptive Method 

Age group 

15 - 19 20 - 24 25 - 29 30 - 34 35 - 39 40 - 44 45 - 49 Ghana 

Modern method 4.8 19.0 24.5 23.4 19.1 14.2 9.1 16.0 

Pill 1.6 7.0 9.0 7.5 6.4 3.6 2.7 5.4 

Male condom 2.2 4.1 4.6 2.6 2.1 1.5 1.1 2.8 

Female condom 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 

IUD 0.0 0.6 1.0 0.9 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.6 

Injection 0.6 5.5 7.3 9.1 7.1 5.7 3.1 5.2 

Female sterilization 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 1.3 0.9 0.3 

Male sterilization 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Implants 0.1 0.9 1.2 2.1 1.5 1.0 0.4 1.0 

Foam/Jelly 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

LAM  0.2 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.3 0.1 0.5 

Traditional method 1.7 4.8 7.1 7.0 10.1 7.3 6.0 5.9 

Abstinence 0.7 1.1 2.0 1.7 2.9 2.6 1.5 1.7 

Rhythm 0.7 2.7 4.1 3.9 5.8 3.6 3.5 3.2 

Withdrawal 0.2 0.8 0.7 0.9 1.1 0.5 0.9 0.7 

Other 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.6 0.2 0.6 0.1 0.3 

No method used 93.5 76.2 68.4 69.6 70.8 78.5 84.9 78.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

With respect to locality of residence, Table 4.14 shows that the proportion of women who do 

not use any contraceptive method is highest in rural savannah (80.5%), followed by those in 

other urban areas (79.0%) and Accra (GAMA) (77.6%). Within Accra (GAMA), the most 

common methods used are the pill (6.2%), male condom (4.4%) and injection (3.2%). The 

pill is also the most common method used in other urban areas (5.1%) and rural forest 

(7.0%), whereas in the rural coastal and rural savannah areas, the injection is the most 

common, accounting for 5.4 percent and 7.8 percent respectively. 
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Table 4.14:  Percentage distribution of women aged 15-49 years (or their partners)  

         by locality and contraceptive method used 

Contraceptive Method 

Locality 

Ghana 

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban  

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah 

Modern method 16.3 14.9 16.3 18.5 14.9 16.0 

Pill 6.2 5.1 3.7 7.0 3.5 5.4 

Male condom 4.4 2.6 3.8 1.9 2.5 2.8 

Female condom 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.1 

IUD 0.6 0.6 0.4 1.0 0.3 0.6 

Injection 3.2 4.9 5.4 5.5 7.8 5.2 

Female sterilization 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.1 0.3 

Male sterilization 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Implants 1.2 0.7 1.3 1.6 0.4 1.0 

Foam/Jelly 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 

LAM  0.4 0.5 1.4 0.8 0.1 0.5 

       Traditional Method  6.1 6.1 8.4 5.3 4.6 5.9 

Abstinence 3.2 1.0 1.4 0.6 3.1 1.7 

Rhythm 2.3 4.0 4.1 3.7 1.3 3.2 

Withdrawal 0.5 0.8 2.4 0.6 0.2 0.7 

Other 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.5 0.0 0.3 

No method used 77.6 79.0 75.3 76.2 80.5 78.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

Table 4.15 shows the amount paid (in Ghana Cedis) by women aged 15-49 years who use 

contraception the last time a method was used. On average, a woman spends GH¢3.10 on 

contraceptives. One-quarter of the women who used a method paid less than GH¢1.00 while 

one-third paid GH¢5.00 or more. Less than one-fifth of the women paid between GH¢2.00 

and GH¢2.99. Overall, 8.5 percent of women who use contraceptives do not pay any amount 

for their use, with a tenth of women aged 25-29 years (10.3%) and 12.8 percent of those aged 

45-49 years not paying anything for contraceptives. 

Within the age groups, a higher proportion of women 15-19 years (44.7%) paid less than 

GH¢1.00 compared to the other age groups. On the other hand, the proportion of women who 

paid GH¢5.00 or more is highest among those aged 40-44 years (GH¢3.10). Women in rural 

savannah (GH¢2.50) spend less than the national average amount.  
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Table 4.15a: Percentage distribution of women aged 15-49 years who used 

          contraceptives by amount paid and age group  

Amount paid (GH¢) 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 Ghana 

No payment 6.3 7.7 10.3 8.9 6.3 8.8 12.8 8.6 

Less than 1.00 44.7 28.7 21.4 21.5 26.2 19.9 26.8 25.3 

1.00-1.99 3.5 2.5 5.3 7.6 5.5 1.9 5.6 4.7 

2.00-2.99 21.8 16.9 16.4 17.4 16.3 17.7 14.7 17.1 

3.00-3.99 4.9 11.3 8.5 11.6 5.1 4.4 5.0 8.4 

4.00-4.99 1.4 2.7 2.9 3.9 2.9 2.0 0.3 2.7 

5.00 and more 17.3 30.1 35.1 29.2 37.7 45.4 34.7 33.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Average amount paid 

(GH¢) 2.2 3.0 3.2 3.1 3.1 3.3 2.8 3.1 

 

Table 4.15b shows the distribution of women aged 15-49 years who used contraceptives by 

the amount paid (in GH¢) and by age group. Women aged 40-44 years spend the highest 

amount of money on contraceptives (GH¢4.50) while the least (GH¢2.80) is spent by women 

15-19 years. The proportion of women spending GH¢5.00 or more on contraceptives is also 

highest among those aged 40-44 years (35.8%). 

Table 4.15b: Women aged 15-49 years who used contraceptives by amount paid (GH¢) 

         and age group (percent) 

Amount paid (GH¢) 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 

No payment 3.9 5.5 7.6 9.7 11.5 13.7 14.5 

Less than 1.00 22.1 9.9 7.5 7.1 7.7 5.2 6.6 

1.00-1.99 35.7 29.1 24.4 24.4 20.8 17.5 28.5 

2.00-2.99 21.2 18.5 20.3 18.0 21.7 19.6 17.5 

3.00-3.99 3.2 10.9 9.2 10.3 6.1 4.4 5.2 

4.00-4.99 2.5 2.5 2.9 3.3 2.5 3.7 1.3 

5.00 and more 11.5 23.6 28.1 27.2 29.7 35.8 26.3 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Average amount paid 

(GH¢) 2.80 3.60 3.90 4.00 4.10 4.50 4.00 

 

4.4 Child Health (Welfare) 

4.4.1 Preventive health care 

This section focuses on vaccination of children aged 0-5 years against the six childhood killer 

diseases, the source of vaccination, and the expenses incurred. Table 4.16 indicates that 1.7 

percent of children 5 years and below in the country had not received any vaccination at the 

time of the interview. The proportion is higher for children below one year (4.5%). The 

proportion of children 5 years and below who have not received any vaccination is higher in 

Accra (GAMA) (2.2%) compared to the other areas; the differential is even higher for those 

aged below one year.  
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Table 4.16: Percent distribution of children aged 5 years and younger who have  

        not been vaccinated by age of child and locality 

ge in years 

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban 

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah Ghana 

Below 1 year 6.7 3.6 4.3 4.0 5.3 4.5 

1 year 1.8 0.6 0.7 1.8 0.3 1.1 

2 years 2.7 1.1 0.0 0.4 0.9 1.0 

3 years 0.7 2.1 3.3 1.0 1.4 1.5 

4 years 1.9 1.4 1.5 2.3 1.7 1.8 

5 years 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 

       

Total 2.2 1.5 1.6 1.6 1.7 1.7 

 

Immunization or vaccination of children is virtually free in the country. Table 4.17 shows that 

94.8 percent of parents make no payment for the vaccination of their children while 2.6 

percent pay GH¢1.00 or less for the service. The situation is similar in all localities of 

residence in the country.  

Table 4.17: Amount paid in for vaccination and/or child welfare  

        consultation by locality 

Amount paid (GH¢) 
Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban 

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah Total 

No payment 97.8 96.2 97.8 89.6 97.1 94.8 

Less than 1.00 0.0 1.8 0.8 6.0 1.1 2.6 

1.00 - 1.99 0.5 1.2 0.7 1.8 0.6 1.1 

2.00 - 2.99 1.2 0.6 0.2 1.4 0.6 0.9 

3.00 - 3.99 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.2 

4.00 - 4.99 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

5.00 and more 0.6 0.1 0.3 0.6 0.1 0.3 

All  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

4.4.2 Breastfeeding and complementary feeding 

Medical advice suggests that for the first six months, a healthy infant needs no food or fluid 

other than breast milk. Beyond six months, the breast milk should increasingly be 

supplemented with solid food and other fluids. In estimating the average age at weaning, the 

analysis is limited to children aged 24 months and older since most of the younger children 

were still being breastfed.  

The level of breastfeeding in Ghana is very high, as less than one percent of children 5 years 

and younger are not breastfed (0.9%). In other words, about 99 percent of all children 5 years 

and younger have been breastfed at one time or another (Table 4.18). The pattern of weaning 

is generally consistent across all ages. Overall, about 82.1 percent of children 5 years and 

younger are weaned before reaching 12 months, with an additional 6.9 percent being weaned 

between 12 and 17 months. Less than one percent (0.4%) are weaned between 18 and 23 

months of age.  
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4.5 HIV/AIDS Awar eness 

Respondents were asked a series of questions to assess their awareness and understanding of 

HIV/AIDS. Overall, 6.2 percent of people in the country ñdo not knowò that a healthy 

looking person may have HIV. More than four out of every five persons are aware that a 

healthy-looking person 

can have HIV while 7 

percent have no idea 

(Table 4.19). Awareness 

is lowest among those in 

the Northern region 

(72.5%) but very high 

among people in Greater 

Accra (92.7%) and 

Ashanti (92.6%) regions. 

Among the localities, 

knowledge is higher in 

urban (90.5%) than in rural areas (82.7%); with awareness being higher in Accra (GAMA) 

than other urban areas, and higher in rural forest and rural coastal than in rural savannah. 

Table 4.19: Percent distribution of persons who know that a healthy-looking person  

                 may have HIV by region and locality 

 

Although most people have heard about HIV, advocacy efforts to improve awareness need to 

be intensified. One of the key intervention methods to minimize the HIV infection rate is 

prevention of mother to child transmission during pregnancy, delivery and breastfeeding. 

Table 4.20 shows the level of awareness of the possibility of mother to child transmission. 

Four-fifths of women in in both rural and urban areas (80.4% and 83.4% percent 

respectively) know about mother to child transmission. There are however, sizable 

proportions of people in the Central (14.1%), Northern (22.1%), Upper East (14.0%) and 

Upper West (15.4%) regions who do not know about mother to child transmission of HIV 

infection. 

Region/Locality 
  Yes   

 
  No       Don't know 

Total Male  Female 
 

Total Male  Female   Total Male  Female 

Region 86.8 41.4 45.5 

 

6.2 2.9 3.3 
 

7.0 3.0 3.9 

Western 79.0 39.3 39.7 

 

11.7 5.8 5.9 
 

9.3 4.1 5.2 

Central 82.4 38.8 43.5 

 

7.4 3.1 4.2 
 

10.3 3.9 6.4 

Greater Accra 92.7 43.9 48.9 

 

4.1 2.0 2.1 
 

3.2 1.4 1.8 

Volta 83.9 37.8 46.2 

 

12.7 5.7 6.9 
 

3.4 1.7 1.7 

Eastern 89.6 42.7 46.9 

 

4.6 2.2 2.4 
 

5.8 2.3 3.5 

Ashanti 92.6 44.0 48.7 

 

3.0 1.3 1.7 
 

4.4 2.0 2.4 

Brong Ahafo 88.1 41.4 46.7 

 

6.6 2.9 3.8 
 

5.3 2.2 3.1 

Northern 72.5 36.0 36.5 

 

7.4 3.6 3.9 
 

20 9.2 10.8 

Upper East 85.2 40.9 44.3 

 

5.7 2.6 3.1 
 

9.1 3.8 5.4 

Upper West 85.3 43.1 42.2 

 

4.3 2.1 2.2 
 

10.5 4.6 5.8 

Urban 90.5 41.8 48.7 

 

4.9 2.3 2.7 
 

4.6 1.8 2.8 

Accra (GAMA) 92.8 43.8 48.9 

 

4.2 2.1 2.2 
 

3.0 1.3 1.7 

Other Urban  89.4 40.9 48.5 

 

5.3 2.4 2.9 
 

5.4 2.0 3.4 

Rural  82.7 40.9 41.8 

 

7.7 3.5 4.1 
 

9.6 4.5 5.2 

Rural Coastal 87.1 40.4 46.7 

 

6.1 2.4 3.7 
 

6.8 2.7 4.1 

Rural Forest 84.4 42.1 42.3 

 

7.6 3.5 4.1 
 

8.0 3.6 4.4 

Rural Savannah 78.3 39.0 39.3 
 

8.4 4.0 4.3   13.4 6.5 6.9 

Table 4.18: Percentage distribution of children aged  

        2-5 years old by age of child and age  

        (in months) at weaning 

Age of child 

Not 

breastfed < 12 12 - 17 18 ï 23 24+ Total 

2 years 0.0 90.6 7.8 0.8 0.8 100.0 

3 years 0.1 89.9 8.6 0.4 1.0 100.0 

4 years 0.0 89.8 8.9 0.5 0.8 100.0 

5 years 0.0 94.6 4.9 0.0 0.5 100.0 

All ages 0.0 82.1 6.9 0.4 10.6 100.0 
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Table 4.20: Percent distribution of persons who are aware of mother to child  

         transmission of HIV infection by region and locality 

Region/Locality 

 Yes   No   Don't know 

Total Male  Female  Total Male  Female  Total Male  Female 

Region 82.0 38.4 43.6  8.7 4.2 4.5  9.4 4.7 4.7 

Western 80.8 39.5 41.3  9.9 5.6 4.4  9.2 4.1 5.2 

Central 78.9 36.2 42.8  7.0 3.5 3.5  14.1 6.2 7.9 

Greater Accra 84.0 39.8 44.2  9.7 4.1 5.6  6.3 3.4 3.0 

Volta 86.0 38.5 47.5  8.1 3.9 4.2  6.0 2.8 3.1 

Eastern 81.9 38.2 43.6  10.2 5.0 5.2  7.9 3.9 4.0 

Ashanti 87.9 41.3 46.5  6.7 3.1 3.6  5.4 2.8 2.6 

Brong Ahafo 79.8 36.0 43.8  11.2 5.6 5.6  9.0 4.9 4.1 

Northern 70.3 33.4 36.9  7.6 4.0 3.6  22.1 11.4 10.7 

Upper East 75.8 35.1 40.7  10.3 4.8 5.5  14.0 7.3 6.6 

Upper West 79.0 39.8 39.2  5.6 2.7 2.9  15.4 7.4 8.0 

Urban 83.4 38.0 45.3  9.3 4.3 5.0  7.3 3.5 3.8 

Accra (GAMA) 83.8 39.7 44.1  10.0 4.3 5.7  6.2 3.2 2.9 

Other Urban  83.1 37.2 45.9  9.0 4.3 4.7  7.8 3.6 4.2 

Rural  80.4 38.8 41.6  7.9 4.0 3.9  11.7 6.0 5.7 

Rural Coastal 82.7 37.6 45.1  6.5 3.1 3.3  10.9 4.8 6.1 

Rural Forest 83.6 40.8 42.8  7.5 4.0 3.5  8.9 4.5 4.5 

Rural Savannah 74.2 36.1 38.1  9.1 4.4 4.7  16.7 9.0 7.7 

 

4.6 Health Insurance 

This section presents information on the population covered by health insurance, reasons for 

not registering, types of health schemes, expected benefits from the scheme and the 

proportion of the population that benefited from the scheme. The health insurance data 

provide important information to assess the national response to the health insurance scheme.  

Table 4.21 indicates the percentage distribution of males and females who have registered or 

are covered by health insurance. Overall, 67.6 percent of the population are registered or 

covered by the health insurance scheme. At the regional level, the highest coverage of health 

insurance is in the Brong Ahafo (80.2%) region and the lowest in Greater Accra where a little 

over one quarter (26.4%) are either registered or covered by a scheme. Nearly one-third 

(32.3%) of the population were neither registered nor covered by a health insurance scheme 

during the period of data collection. The proportion of the population registered or covered in 

by a health insurance scheme in the urban areas (71.5%) is higher than in the rural areas 

(63.9%). 
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Table 4.21: Coverage rate of health insurance by region, locality and sex 

 

Majority of respondents cited the lack of money (56.0%) as the main reason why they were 

not registered or covered by health insurance (Table 4.22). About one in ten (10.9%) 

respondents said they did not need health insurance. The same proportion (10.9%) also said 

that health insurance did not cover the services they needed. Other reasons cited include lack 

of confidence in the programme (9.6%), high premium (6.9%) and registration office too far 

(4.3%). Across the regions, no money is the main reason cited for not registering. In Greater 

Accra, 18.5 percent said they do not have confidence in the operators of the scheme while 

21.9 percent in the Western region indicated that they do not need health insurance. 

  

Region/Locality 
Registered or covered under a scheme   Not registered or covered by a scheme 

Total Male  Female   Total Male  Female 

Ghana 67.6 30.7 36.9 
 

32.3 17.4 14.9 

Western 66.2 30.9 35.3 
 

33.8 18.2 15.6 

Central 47.4 20.1 27.3 
 

52.5 26.6 26.0 

Greater Accra 58.3 26.0 32.4 
 

41.7 22.3 19.4 

Volta 66.1 29.7 36.6 
 

33.8 18.0 15.8 

Eastern 70.0 31.0 39.0 
 

30.0 16.9 13.0 

Ashanti 74.1 33.4 40.6 
 

25.9 14.6 11.3 

Brong Ahafo 82.2 37.7 44.5 
 

17.8 9.8 8.0 

Northern 63.3 29.9 33.4 
 

36.7 19.2 17.5 

Upper East 80.5 37.2 43.4 
 

19.5 10.7 8.7 

Upper West 86.0 42.5 43.5 
 

14.0 7.8 6.2 

Urban 71.5 31.6 39.8 
 

28.6 15.4 13.2 

Accra (GAMA) 58.9 26.2 32.7 
 

41.1 22.1 19.0 

Other Urban 76.8 34.0 42.8 
 

23.2 12.5 10.7 

Rural  63.9 29.8 34.1 
 

36.1 19.5 16.7 

Rural Coastal 51.5 22.1 29.3 
 

48.5 24.0 24.5 

Rural Forest 63.9 29.7 34.1 
 

36.1 20.0 16.2 

Rural Savannah 67.9 32.4 35.5   32.1 17.3 14.9 
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Table 4.22:  Persons who are not covered by Health Insurance by reason for not registering, region, locality and sex 

Region/Locality 

Premium too high   

Don't have confidence 

in operators of 

schemes 

 

Covered by other 

alternatives 

 

No knowledge of any 

scheme   

Don't know where to 

register 

 

Registration office too 

far 

Total Male Female   Total Male Female  Total Male Female  Total Male Female   Total Male Female  Total Male Female 

Ghana 6.9 3.7 3.2 

 

9.6 5.4 4.2  2.4 1.3 1.1  0.2 0.1 0.1 

 

0.6 0.4 0.3  4.3 2.3 2.0 

Western 2.5 1.4 1.1 

 

6.4 3.9 2.5  4.2 2.6 1.6  0.2 0.1 0.2 

 

0.3 0.3 0.1  4.4 2.4 2.0 

Central 5.8 3.1 2.7 

 

11.9 6.4 5.5  0.3 0.2 0.2  0.2 0.1 0.0 

 

0.5 0.4 0.2  3.6 1.8 1.8 

Greater Accra 10.9 5.4 5.5 

 

18.5 10.5 8.0  3.7 1.9 1.8  0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.8 0.4 0.3  1.4 0.8 0.6 

Volta 7.6 4.2 3.4 

 

5.5 3.2 2.3  0.9 0.6 0.3  0.2 0.0 0.1 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0  11.3 6.4 4.9 

Eastern 2.8 1.6 1.1 

 

6.5 3.8 2.7  6.3 3.8 2.6  0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.3 0.2 0.1  3.5 1.9 1.7 

Ashanti 6.9 4.2 2.7 

 

9.9 5.4 4.5  2.6 1.2 1.4  0.4 0.2 0.2 

 

0.9 0.5 0.4  3.9 2.2 1.7 

Brong Ahafo 4.6 2.9 1.8 

 

4.1 2.7 1.4  0.8 0.3 0.5  0.3 0.1 0.2 

 

0.2 0.2 0.0  3.7 1.7 2.1 

Northern 9.8 4.9 4.9 

 

2.8 1.4 1.4  0.2 0.1 0.1  0.2 0.0 0.2 

 

1.4 0.6 0.8  7.0 3.4 3.6 

Upper East 1.7 1.1 0.6 

 

7.9 4.1 3.8  0.9 0.7 0.3  0.4 0.3 0.1 

 

0.4 0.3 0.1  2.4 1.3 1.1 

Upper West 4.2 3.1 1.1 

 

0.6 0.6 0.0  0.2 0.2 0.0  0.8 0.6 0.2 

 

0.1 0.1 0.1  1.0 0.7 0.3 

Urban 8.0 4.1 3.9 

 

14.7 8.3 6.5  4.7 2.5 2.2  0.2 0.1 0.1 

 

0.5 0.3 0.2  1.7 0.9 0.8 

Accra (GAMA) 11.7 5.8 5.9 

 

19.5 11.0 8.5  4.1 2.0 2.0  0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.8 0.5 0.3  1.3 0.7 0.6 

Other Urban 5.2 2.9 2.3 

 

11.1 6.2 4.9  5.1 2.8 2.3  0.3 0.1 0.2 

 

0.4 0.2 0.2  1.9 1.0 0.9 

Rural  6.0 3.4 2.6 

 

5.6 3.2 2.4  0.7 0.4 0.3  0.2 0.1 0.1 

 

0.7 0.4 0.3  6.4 3.4 3.0 

Rural Coastal 5.1 2.4 2.7 

 

8.0 4.5 3.5  0.5 0.4 0.1  0.1 0.0 0.1 

 

0.7 0.3 0.4  5.2 2.4 2.7 

Rural Forest 4.9 3.1 1.8 

 

5.9 3.5 2.4  0.8 0.4 0.4  0.2 0.1 0.1 

 

0.7 0.4 0.2  5.2 2.8 2.4 

Rural Savannah 8.1 4.2 3.9   4.0 2.0 1.9  0.5 0.3 0.2  0.2 0.1 0.1   0.8 0.4 0.4  9.0 4.8 4.2 
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Table 4.22:  Persons who are not covered by Health Insurance by reason for not registering, region, locality and sex (Contôd) 

Region/Locality 

  

Do not need health\ 

insurance 

 

Health Insurance does 

not cover the services  

needed   

 Health Insurance  does 

not cover the facilities 

used   No money   other 

  Total Male Female   Total Male Female    Total Male Female   Total Male Female   Total Male Female 

Ghana 

 

10.9 7.2 3.7 

 

1.9 1.1 0.8 

 

 0.6 0.3 0.3 

 

56.0 28.6 27.4 

 

6.6 3.5 3.1 

Western 

 

21.9 14.5 7.4 

 

4.0 2.5 1.6 

 

 1.2 0.5 0.7 

 

52.1 24.4 27.7 

 

2.6 1.3 1.3 

Central 

 

6.0 3.4 2.6 

 

1.5 0.9 0.7 

 

 0.6 0.2 0.4 

 

66.1 32.3 33.8 

 

3.4 1.9 1.5 

Greater Accra 

 

11.6 7.2 4.4 

 

1.6 0.9 0.7 

 

 1.0 0.6 0.4 

 

36.4 18.4 18.0 

 

14.0 7.2 6.8 

Volta 

 

2.9 2.1 0.8 

 

1.3 0.7 0.6 

 

 0.2 0.1 0.1 

 

60.6 31.2 29.4 

 

9.5 4.8 4.7 

Eastern 

 

13.4 9.6 3.8 

 

1.0 0.7 0.2 

 

 0.6 0.3 0.3 

 

61.7 32.4 29.3 

 

3.9 2.2 1.6 

Ashanti 

 

17.8 11.7 6.1 

 

4.2 2.4 1.8 

 

 0.7 0.4 0.2 

 

46.5 24.8 21.7 

 

6.2 3.2 3.0 

Brong Ahafo 

 

11.2 8.1 3.1 

 

0.7 0.4 0.3 

 

 0.3 0.2 0.1 

 

68.6 35.1 33.5 

 

5.5 3.7 1.9 

Northern 

 

3.6 2.8 0.8 

 

0.1 0.1 0.0 

 

 0.1 0.1 0.0 

 

72.3 37.4 34.9 

 

2.4 1.4 1.0 

Upper East 

 

2.9 1.9 1.0 

 

0.4 0.2 0.2 

 

 0.1 0.1 0.0 

 

81.1 44.3 36.8 

 

1.8 0.9 0.9 

Upper West 

 

1.5 1.5 0.0 

 

0.1 0.1 0.1 

 

 0.1 0.0 0.1 

 

87.7 46.8 41.0 

 

3.5 1.9 1.6 

Urban 

 

14.8 9.8 5.0 

 

2.5 1.4 1.1 

 

 1.0 0.5 0.5 

 

41.8 20.6 21.2 

 

10.2 5.3 4.8 

Accra (GAMA) 

 

11.9 7.4 4.5 

 

1.6 0.9 0.7 

 

 1.0 0.6 0.4 

 

33.4 17.1 16.3 

 

14.9 7.7 7.2 

Other Urban 

 

17.0 11.6 5.4 

 

3.2 1.8 1.4 

 

 1.0 0.4 0.6 

 

48.2 23.3 24.9 

 

6.6 3.6 3.0 

Rural  

 

7.7 5.1 2.6 

 

1.4 0.9 0.5 

 

 0.3 0.2 0.1 

 

67.2 34.9 32.4 

 

3.7 2.0 1.7 

Rural Coastal 

 

9.3 5.4 3.9 

 

1.9 1.0 0.9 

 

 0.3 0.2 0.1 

 

64.1 30.4 33.7 

 

5.0 2.5 2.5 

Rural Forest 

 

10.3 6.7 3.5 

 

2.1 1.4 0.7 

 

 0.5 0.3 0.2 

 

65.6 34.4 31.1 

 

3.8 2.0 1.8 

Rural Savannah   2.8 2.3 0.6   0.2 0.1 0.1    0.1 0.0 0.0   71.5 37.7 33.7   2.9 1.8 1.2 



42 

 

The type of health insurance schemes being used is presented in Table 4.23. Overall, 99.1 

percent of the health insurance holders are registered with district mutual health insurance 

schemes nationwide, while less than one percent are on private mutual health insurance 

schemes (Table 4.23). The proportion of scheme holders on the National Health Insurance 

Scheme (NHIS) in rural localities (99.4%) is slightly higher than those in urban areas 

(98.9%). 

Table 4.23: Percentage distribution of  persons with health insurance coverage  

         by type of scheme, region, locality and sex 

Region/Locality 

National/District Health 

Insurance (NHIS)   Private Health Insurance   Both 

Total Male Female   Total Male Female   Total Male Female 

Ghana 99.1 44.9 54.3 

 

0.8 0.3 0.4 

 

0.1 0.0 0.0 

Western 99.0 45.7 53.3 

 

1.0 0.4 0.6 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Central 99.1 42.4 56.7 

 

0.9 0.3 0.6 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Greater Accra 97.3 43.3 54.0 

 

2.3 0.9 1.4 

 

0.4 0.1 0.3 

Volta 99.5 44.1 55.4 

 

0.5 0.2 0.3 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Eastern 99.6 43.8 55.7 

 

0.4 0.2 0.3 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Ashanti 99.3 45.0 54.3 

 

0.6 0.4 0.3 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Brong Ahafo 99.7 45.4 54.3 

 

0.3 0.1 0.2 

 

0.1 0.1 0.0 

Northern 99.9 46.7 53.2 

 

0.1 0.0 0.0 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Upper East 99.8 45.9 53.9 

 

0.2 0.1 0.1 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Upper West 99.7 49.4 50.3 

 

0.3 0.1 0.2 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Urban 98.9 43.7 55.2 

 

1.0 0.4 0.6 

 

0.1 0.0 0.1 

Accra (GAMA) 97.2 43.2 54.1 

 

2.4 0.9 1.5 

 

0.4 0.1 0.3 

Other Urban 99.5 43.9 55.6 

 

0.4 0.2 0.3 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Rural  99.4 46.2 53.2 

 

0.6 0.3 0.3 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Rural Coastal 98.5 41.4 57.1 

 

1.3 0.6 0.6 

 

0.2 0.1 0.1 

Rural Forest 99.2 46.1 53.2 

 

0.8 0.4 0.3 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

Rural Savannah 99.8 47.5 52.3   0.2 0.1 0.1   0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

Table 4.24 reports the expected benefits to be derived from the health insurance scheme. 

These include medication (33.4%), OPD services (31.7%), inpatient services (25.6%) and 

diagnostic services (9.3%). These expected benefits differ across the regions. OPD services 

(38.9%) and medication (36.1%) accounted for the highest in Ashanti, while inpatient 

services (31.0%) and diagnostic services (19.1%) were the benefits commonly reported the in 

the Upper East and Upper West regions respectively.  
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Table 4.24: Expected benefit of scheme by region, locality and sex 

Region/Locality 

 Only  OPD services   In patient services 

Total Male Female   Total Male Female 

Ghana 31.7 14.5 17.1 

 

25.6 11.8 13.8 

Western 21.3 9.5 11.8 

 

30.1 13.8 16.3 

Central 37.1 16.2 20.9 

 

22.7 10.1 12.6 

Greater Accra 32.7 13.8 18.9 

 

24.1 10.2 13.9 

Volta 27.1 12.2 14.9 

 

30.0 13.5 16.5 

Eastern 26.7 12.4 14.2 

 

27.5 13.4 14.2 

Ashanti 38.9 18.7 20.2 

 

20.1 10.1 10.0 

Brong Ahafo 35.0 15.8 19.3 

 

25.1 11.2 13.9 

Northern 31.5 14.9 16.6 

 

25.5 11.8 13.7 

Upper East 27.8 13.4 14.3 

 

31.0 14.6 16.4 

Upper West 18.3 8.9 9.4 

 

26.6 13.0 13.6 

Urban 31.8 14.0 17.8 

 

23.9 10.5 13.4 

Accra (GAMA) 34.3 14.5 19.7 

 

23.6 10.0 13.6 

Other Urban 31.1 13.9 17.2 

 

24.0 10.7 13.3 

Rural  31.5 15.0 16.5 

 

27.1 13.0 14.2 

Rural Coastal 24.4 10.8 13.6 

 

25.2 10.7 14.5 

Rural Forest 33.2 16.0 17.2 

 

28.2 13.8 14.4 

Rural Savannah 30.5 14.5 16.0   26.1 12.3 13.8 

 

 (contôd) 

Region/Locality 

Medication    Diagnostics (lab) 

Total Male Female   Total Male Female 

Ghana 33.4 15.3 18.1 

 

9.3 4.2 5.1 

Western 34.1 15.3 18.8 

 

14.6 6.2 8.4 

Central 36.9 15.7 21.2 

 

3.2 1.2 2.0 

Greater Accra 34.0 14.5 19.6 

 

9.2 3.9 5.3 

Volta 29.3 13.5 15.9 

 

13.6 6.4 7.2 

Eastern 31.4 15.2 16.3 

 

14.4 7.2 7.2 

Ashanti 36.1 17.3 18.9 

 

4.9 2.0 2.9 

Brong Ahafo 33.4 15.1 18.2 

 

6.5 2.9 3.6 

Northern 33.5 15.6 17.9 

 

9.5 4.8 4.7 

Upper East 30.0 14.0 16.0 

 

11.1 4.9 6.2 

Upper West 36.0 18.0 18.0 

 

19.1 9.7 9.4 

Urban 34.5 15.1 19.4 

 

9.7 4.2 5.6 

Accra (GAMA) 33.8 14.3 19.5 

 

8.3 3.4 4.9 

Other Urban 34.7 15.4 19.3 

 

10.1 4.4 5.7 

Rural  32.4 15.5 16.8 

 

9.0 4.3 4.7 

Rural Coastal 35.3 15.3 20.0 

 

15.1 5.9 9.2 

Rural Forest 32.6 15.9 16.7 

 

6.0 2.8 3.1 

Rural Savannah 31.7 15.1 16.6   11.7 5.9 5.9 
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CHAPTER FIVE  

EMPLOYMENT  

 

5.1 Introduction  

The labour force module of the GLSS6, which was based on the standard labour force 

framework, was used to collect work-related statistics from the selected households. The data 

generated are expected to be used to update various indicators of labour force statistics to 

assist in monitoring employment and labour market developments in Ghana.  

Seven days prior to the interview date is used as the reference period to measure current 

activity. One month (last 30 days) is the reference period for unemployed and underemployed 

persons to look for work or seek for more hours of work respectively. These reference 

periods are all in accordance with international statistical standards. 

5.2 Concepts and definitions 

The concepts and definitions used in the Labour Force Survey are explained so that readers 

are familiar with them in order to be able to interpret the results presented.    

Work  

Labour Force Surveys collect data about work activities. Work refers to any economic 

activity performed by the respondent that contributes to economic production of goods and 

services. Examples are selling in a market/street, working in an enterprise/business or for 

government, working in oneôs own farm or enterprise, working in a household memberôs 

farm etc. The work activities included in the survey are in line with the current International 

Labour Organization (ILO) standards. 

Employed 

There are two situations in which a person can be classified as being currently employed. 

Either the person was actually engaged in any work (as defined above) during the reference 

week, or he/she had an attachment to a job or business but for some reasons did not work 

during the reference week. 

Unemployed 

In this report, the relaxed definition of unemployment is adopted. Thus, a person is 

considered as unemployed if he/she was not engaged in any work (as defined above), had no 

attachment to a job or business and was ñpotentiallyò available for jobs. The potential labour 

force includes those who were seeking but unavailable, those who were available but not 

seeking as well as those who were not seeking, not available but unemployed. 

Underemployment 

The concept of time-related underemployment has been introduced to complement the 

statistics on unemployment.  While unemployment represents a situation of total lack of work 

during the reference period, many people may have jobs but suffer from partial lack of work. 

The currently employed group can, therefore, be sub-classified as either in time-related 

underemployment or not.   
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In operational terms, the time-related underemployed persons are defined as those whose 

total actual hours worked were less than a threshold relating to working time. In this report, 

this threshold is 35 hours. Thus, anyone who worked less than 35 hours a week in the 

reference period is considered underemployed It should be noted that this definition of 

underemployment is limited to hours of work, and no account is taken of whether these 

individuals had actually been looking for additional work or were doing so voluntarily. 

Economically active and economically not active 

A person is considered as economically active if he/she was employed or unemployed, 

otherwise the person is economically not active. The economically not active persons are 

those who did not work and were not seeking for work; that is, are not currently employed or 

unemployed. This group includes persons such as those who are studying or performing  

household duties (homemakers), retired persons, the disabled and persons who were unable to 

work because of their age (too young or old to work) 

Labour force participation rate  

This is the proportion of a countryôs working-age population that engages actively in the 

labour market, either by working or looking for work. It provides an indication of the relative 

size of the supply of labour for the production of goods and services. 

Occupation 

Occupation refers to the type of work the person was engaged in at the establishment where 

he/she worked. All persons who worked during the reference period were classified by the 

kind of work they were engaged in. The emphasis was on the work the person did during the 

reference period and not what he/she was trained to do. For those who did not work but had a 

job to return to, their occupation was the job they would go back to after the period of 

absence. Up to two occupations were considered if a person was engaged in more than one 

occupation. However, only the main occupation has been included in this report. 

Industry  

Industry refers to the type of product produced or service rendered at the respondentôs place 

of work (irrespective of the occupation the person has). In this report, information on only the 

main product produced or service rendered in the establishment during the reference period 

has been considered. 

5.3 Current activity status of the population 

Table 5.1 shows that an estimated 22.9 million persons aged 5 years and older, comprising 

10.95 million males and 11.99 million females were identified as the survey population. Of 

the total survey population aged 5 years and older, 14.04 million persons or 61.2 percent are 

currently economically active.  For those aged 15 years and older, 12.30 million out of 15.95 

million persons or 77.1 percent are economically active.   
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Table 5.1: Total population and currently economically active population  

       by age and sex 

Age (years) 

Total population (million)   

Currently economically 

active population (million) 

Male Female Total   Male Female Total 

  5 ï 14 3.56 3.43 6.99 

 

0.89 0.85 1.74 

15 ï 24 2.39 2.60 4.99 

 

1.36 1.39 2.75 

25 ï 44 2.92 3.53 6.46 

 

2.78 3.13 5.91 

45 ï 64 1.51 1.72 3.23 

 

1.39 1.52 2.91 

65+ 0.57 0.71 1.28 

 

0.36 0.37 0.73 

Al l 10.95 11.99 22.94   6.79 7.26 14.04 

 

Table 5.2 shows the current activity status of the survey population. About three-quarters 

(75.5%) of the population 15 years and older are employed, 1.7 percent are unemployed and 

22.8 percent are economically not active. Irrespective of sex, the population in rural areas 

(81.7%) is more likely to be employed than those in urban areas (69.9%). On the other hand, 

the population in the urban area is more likely than rural dwellers to be unemployed and 

economically not active.   

Table 5.2 further shows that for both urban and rural dwellers and irrespective of sex, 

children (5-14 years) are more likely to be economically not active (75.1%) . 

Table 5.2: Current activity status by age, locality and sex 

Age/ 

Locality 

Economically active 

 Economically not active Employed 

 

Unemployed 

 Male Female Total   Male Female Total   Male Female Total 

 5 - 14 years 

          Urban 13.0 15.4 14.2 

 

0.4 0.4 0.4 

 

86.6 84.2 85.4 

Rural 34.8 32.9 33.9 

 

0.2 0.1 0.1 

 

65.0 67.0 66.0 

Total 24.8 24.5 24.6 

 

0.3 0.3 0.3 

 

74.9 75.3 75.1 

15 years+ 

           Urban 73.3 67.2 69.9 

 

2.4 2.6 2.5 

 

24.4 30.2 27.6 

Rural 83.7 79.9 81.7 

 

0.8 0.9 0.9 

 

15.5 19.2 17.4 

Total 78.4 73.1 75.5   1.6 1.8 1.7   20.1 25.1 22.8 

 

Table 5.3 indicates that the activity rate of the population aged 25 to 44 years (93.6%) is 

higher than that of any other age group. As expected, the younger population (5-14 years) has 

a lower activity rate (24.7%) compared to other age groups irrespective of sex and locality of 

residence. The activity rates of the population residing in rural areas, especially those in the 

savannah and forest areas (about two-thirds) are higher than the activity rates of urban 

dwellers (55.1%). This is also true for both males and females. 
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Table 5.3: Current activity rate by sex, age group and locality 

Sex/Age group 

Urban   Rural   

Ghana 

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban All    

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah All    

Male 

            5 - 14 4.3 15.2 13.0 

 

19.1 34.7 39.8 34.9 

 

24.9 

15 - 24 31.3 43.1 40.6 

 

54.2 66.0 73.4 67.4 

 

54.3 

25 - 44 90.8 92.7 92.2 

 

93.1 96.6 94.0 95.3 

 

93.6 

45 - 64 86.1 90.5 89.4 

 

92.0 96.8 91.4 94.7 

 

92.0 

65+ 43.0 52.8 50.7 

 

64.6 72.0 76.9 73.2 

 

64.2 

All  54.8 55.2 55.1 

 

57.9 67.5 68.1 66.7 

 

61.0 

Female 

           5 - 14 7.9 17.2 15.4 

 

18.4 32.8 37.5 32.9 

 

24.5 

15 - 24 27.4 42.1 38.9 

 

51.9 62.2 71.8 64.3 

 

50.6 

25 - 44 78.9 85.3 83.6 

 

85.4 92.5 91.3 91.2 

 

86.9 

45 - 64 75.6 86.1 83.7 

 

87.3 94.1 87.6 91.2 

 

87.3 

65+ 26.2 46.7 43.1 

 

46.7 61.0 57.9 57.6 

 

51.1 

All  48.9 54.9 53.5 

 

56.0 66.1 67.3 65.3 

 

59.2 

Both sexes 

           5 ï 14 6.1 16.2 14.2 

 

18.7 33.8 38.7 34.0 

 

24.7 

15 ï 24 29.1 42.6 39.7 

 

53.0 64.1 72.6 65.9 

 

52.3 

25 - 44 84.5 88.6 87.5 

 

88.8 94.4 92.5 93.1 

 

89.9 

45 - 64 80.6 88.1 86.3 

 

89.3 95.4 89.4 92.9 

 

89.5 

65+ 33.9 49.1 46.3 

 

52.1 66.0 68.0 64.8 

 

56.9 

All  51.7 55.0 54.3   56.8 66.8 67.7 66.0   60.0 

 

The employment status of currently employed persons 15 years and older indicates that 46.4 

percent are own account workers, 22.5 percent are employees and 22.3 percent are 

contributing family workers.  Employers and apprentices form 6.2 percent and 2.6 percent 

respectively of the employed population (Table 5.4).  

Table 5.4 further shows that marked differences exist in the employment status between 

urban and rural areas.  In urban areas, employees (35.1%) constitute the second largest 

category after own account workers (40.4%), whereas in rural areas, contributing family 

workers (32.5%) form the second largest category of workers after own account workers 

(52.0%). In addition, the proportion of employees in urban areas (35.1%) is about three times 

higher than their counterparts in rural areas (10.2%).  In contrast, the proportion of 

contributing family workers in urban areas (11.7%) is much lower than that in rural areas 

(32.5%).  

There are higher proportions of males who are employees compared to females. On the other 

hand, females are more likely than males to be own account workers and contributing family 

workers. In urban areas, the proportion of female own account workers (52.8%) is twice that 

of their male counterparts (26.7%).  However, in rural areas, the proportion of males who are 

own account workers is higher than for females (55.9% and 48.3% respectively).   
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Table 5.4: Employment status of the currently employed population 15 years  

      and older by sex and locality 

Employment status 

Urban   Rural   Ghana 

Male Female All    Male Female All  

 

Male Female All  

Employee 51.0 20.8 35.1 

 

15.5 5.7 10.5 

 

32.5 13.2 22.5 

Employer 9.4 8.5 8.9 

 

4.6 2.6 3.5 

 

6.9 5.5 6.2 

Own account worker 26.6 52.8 40.4 

 

55.9 48.3 52.0 

 

41.9 50.5 46.4 

Contributing family 

worker 9.3 13.8 11.7 

 

22.9 41.6 32.5 

 

16.4 27.9 22.3 

Apprentice 3.4 4.0 3.7 

 

1.2 1.7 1.5 

 

2.3 2.8 2.6 

Other 0.3 0.1 0.2 

 

0.0 0.1 0.0 

 

0.1 0.1 0.1 

All  100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

As shown in Table 5.5, about one-fifth (20.2%) of currently employed persons aged 15 years 

and older reported that they are engaged in wage employment. Of those involved in self-

employment, 26.4 percent are engaged in agriculture while 26.0 percent are into non-

agricultural activities. Less than one-quarter (22.3%) of the employed persons are 

contributing family workers engaged in family enterprises and receiving no pay, the majority 

of whom (18.9%) are involved in agricultural activities.  

There are sharp contrasts between urban and rural dwellers, and also between males and 

females regarding the type of work in which they are engaged. Wage employment is more of 

an urban phenomenon as about one-third (32.5%) of urban workers are engaged in wage 

employment, while the corresponding proportion in rural areas is much lower (8.6%). The 

proportion of males in wage employment (29.5%) is much higher than for females (11.7%).  

More urban workers (38.3%) are engaged in self-employed non-agricultural activities, 

whereas their rural counterparts (41.1%) work mainly in agriculture. In contrast, the 

proportion of female contributing family workers (in both agricultural and non-agriculture 

activities) (27.9%) is much higher than for males (16.3%).  This pattern is the same in both 

rural and urban localities (Table 5.5). 

Table 5.5: Type of work engaged in by the currently employed population aged  

      15 years and older by locality and sex 

Type of work 

Urban   Rural 

 

Ghana 

Male Female All    Male Female All    Male Female All  

Wage employment 47.5 19.1 32.5 

 

12.9 4.5 8.6 

 

29.5 11.7 20.2 

Self-employed with employees  

          Non-agricultural 7.5 7.3 7.4 

 

1.8 1.5 1.7 

 

4.5 4.4 4.4 

Agricultural 1.9 1.3 1.6 

 

2.7 1.1 1.9 

 

2.3 1.2 1.7 

Self-employed without employees  

          Non-agricultural 15.8 44.5 30.9 

 

7.2 18.2 12.8 

 

11.3 31.2 21.6 

Agricultural 10.8 8.3 9.5 

 

48.7 30.1 39.2 

 

30.5 19.3 24.7 

Contributing family worker 

           Non-agricultural 3.2 6.0 4.6 

 

1.4 3.1 2.3 

 

2.2 4.5 3.4 

Agricultural 6.1 7.9 7.1 

 

21.5 38.5 30.2 

 

14.1 23.4 18.9 

Domestic employee 0.4 0.3 0.4 

 

0.1 0.2 0.1 

 

0.3 0.2 0.2 

Apprentice 3.1 1.4 2.2 

 

2.5 1.1 1.8 

 

2.8 1.3 2.0 

Casual worker 3.4 4.0 3.7 

 

1.2 1.7 1.5 

 

2.3 2.8 2.6 

Other 0.3 0.1 0.2 

 

0.0 0.1 0.0 

 

0.1 0.1 0.1 

All  100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

According to Table 5.6, 5.9 percent of currently employed persons 15 years and older are in 

public sector employment, 4.2 percent of females and 7.6 percent of males. The male 

dominance in the public sector is observed across both the urban and rural areas of the 
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country. The private formal sector employs almost the same proportion of persons (5.7%) as 

the public sector, with about twice the proportion of males as females. The Agri-business 

sector employs 46.1 percent with slightly more males than females. While seven out of every 

10 (72.1%) employed persons 15 years and older in the rural areas are into agri-business 

employment, it employs less than one in every five (18.7%) of their urban counterparts.  

The private informal sector engages about two out of every five (41.9%) of the currently 

employed persons 15 years and older, 47.8 percent of females and 35.5 percent of males. The 

data shows that three-fifths (61.5%) of the employed urban population is engaged as private 

informal employees whereas less than one-quarter (23.3%) of their rural counterparts have 

private informal employers. Irrespective of the locality of residence, more females than males 

are engaged by private informal employers.  

Table 5.6: Currently employed population aged 15 years and older by  

      type of employer, locality and sex 

Type of employer 

Urban   Rural   Ghana 

Male Female All    Male Female All    Male Female All  

Public Service 

           Civil Service 5.0 2.6 3.7 

 

1.5 0.7 1.1 

 

3.2 1.6 2.4 

Other Public Service 6.7 4.0 5.3 

 

1.8 1.0 1.4 

 

4.2 2.5 3.3 

Parastatal 0.4 0.1 0.2 

 

0.1 0.1 0.1 

 

0.2 0.1 0.2 

Private Sector 

           Formal 14.2 5.8 9.8 

 

2.7 1.1 1.9 

 

8.2 3.4 5.7 

Informal 52.8 69.3 61.5 

 

19.6 26.8 23.3 

 

35.5 47.8 41.9 

NGOs 0.5 0.1 0.3 

 

0.1 0.0 0.1 

 

0.3 0.1 0.2 

Cooperatives 0.2 0.1 0.1 

 

0.1 0.0 0.1 

 

0.2 0.0 0.1 

International Organization 0.3 0.0 0.2 

 

0.1 0.0 0.1 

 

0.2 0.0 0.1 

Agri-Business 19.7 17.8 18.7 

 

74.0 70.2 72.1 

 

48.0 44.4 46.1 

other 0.2 0.1 0.2 

 

0.0 0.1 0.0 

 

0.1 0.1 0.1 

All  100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

Table 5.7 presents information on the main occupation of currently employed persons 15 

years and older by their locality of residence and sex. Skilled agricultural or fishery workers 

constitute the largest occupational group with 44.3 percent of all persons 15 years older 

across the country. This is followed by service or sales workers (24.5%) and craft and its 

related workers (12.7%). These three occupations together engage four out of every five 

(81.5%) currently employed persons in the country. While the proportion of males is higher 

than females in the agricultural or craft related occupations, there is nearly four times the 

proportion of females (37.2%) than males (10.8%) in service or sales occupations.  

As expected, agricultural and fishery occupations are predominant in rural Ghana, engaging 

70.7 percent of all workers. Only one in six (16.5%) urban dwellers are agricultural/fishery 

workers with slightly more males (19.0%) than females (14.3%). The dominant occupation 

among urban females is service or sales work with nearly three out of every five (57.4%) 

currently employed females 15 years and older in this occupation. Among the urban males, 

however, craft and related workers dominate.  
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Table 5.7: Main occupation of currently employed population 15 years and older  

      by locality and sex 

Main occupation 

Urban   Rural   Ghana 

Male Female All    Male Female All    Male Female All  

Legislators/managers 3.1 1.8 2.4 

 

0.6 0.5 0.5 

 

1.8 1.1 1.4 

Professionals 10.6 5.4 7.8 

 

2.9 1.5 2.2 

 

6.6 3.4 4.9 

Technicians and associate 

professionals 5.3 1.2 3.1 

 

0.8 0.3 0.5 

 

3.0 0.7 1.8 

Clerical support workers 2.4 2.2 2.3 

 

0.5 0.1 0.3 

 

1.4 1.2 1.3 

Service/sales workers 17.9 57.4 38.7 

 

4.3 17.6 11.1 

 

10.8 37.2 24.5 

Skilled agric/fishery workers 19.0 14.3 16.5 

 

73.7 67.8 70.7 

 

47.5 41.4 44.3 

Craft and related trades workers 21.9 13.7 17.6 

 

7.4 8.7 8.1 

 

14.4 11.2 12.7 

Plant machine operators and 

assemblers 13.5 0.2 6.5 

 

4.6 0.3 2.4 

 

8.8 0.3 4.4 

Elementary occupations 6.3 3.7 4.9 

 

5.1 3.4 4.2 

 

5.7 3.5 4.5 

Other occupations 0.2 0.0 0.1 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.1 0.0 0.1 

All  100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

Table 5.8 indicates that 45 percent of all employed persons 15 years and older are engaged in 

the agriculture, forestry and fishing industry. The wholesale and retail trade industry engages 

one in five persons (19.5%) while about one-tenth (9.1%) are in the manufacturing industry. 

The wholesale and retail trade, manufacturing, accommodation and food service activities 

industries among others are dominated by females while the agriculture and fishery industries 

and others such as construction, transportation and storage are male dominated. For instance, 

almost three times the proportion of females (28.0%) than males (10.3%) are engaged in the 

wholesale and retail trade compared to about 25 times more males (7.7%) than females 

(0.3%) in the transportation and storage industry. 

The agriculture, forestry and fishing industry is the only one dominated by the rural 

population with all the other industries being predominantly urban. While only 14.2 percent 

of the currently employed urban population 15 years and older are into agriculture, forestry 

and fishing; nearly one-third (30.9%) are engaged in the wholesale and retail trade with more 

females (43.1%) than males (17.2%) engaged in this sector. The proportion of rural females 

engaged in the wholesale and retail trade (13.3%), manufacturing (8.1%) and service 

industries (2.4%) is also higher than males. 
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Table 5.8:  Currently employed population 15 years and older by industry group,  

        locality and sex 

Industry group 

Urban 

 

Rural 

 

Ghana 

Male Female All    Male Female All    Male Female All  

Agriculture, forestry and 

fishing 19.7 14.2 16.8 

 

74.5 67.9 71.1 

 

48.2 41.4 44.7 

Mining and quarrying 2.5 0.3 1.4 

 

3.0 0.8 1.9 

 

2.8 0.6 1.6 

Manufacturing 11.2 12.6 11.9 

 

4.5 8.1 6.4 

 

7.7 10.3 9.1 

Electricity, gas, stream and 

air conditioning supply 0.6 0.1 0.3 

 

0.1 0.0 0.0 

 

0.3 0.0 0.2 

Water supply, sewerage, 

waste management 0.5 0.3 0.4 

 

0.1 0.1 0.1 

 

0.3 0.2 0.2 

Construction 10.0 0.2 4.8 

 

3.6 0.2 1.8 

 

6.7 0.2 3.3 

Wholesale and retail trade 17.2 43.1 30.9 

 

4.0 13.3 8.8 

 

10.3 28.0 19.5 

Transportation and storage 12.3 0.5 6.1 

 

3.5 0.0 1.7 

 

7.7 0.3 3.8 

Accommodation and food 

service activities 1.4 9.6 5.7 

 

0.4 3.8 2.1 

 

0.9 6.7 3.9 

Information and 

communication 1.2 0.3 0.7 

 

0.1 0.0 0.0 

 

0.6 0.2 0.4 

Financial and insurance 

activities 1.7 1.0 1.4 

 

0.2 0.1 0.1 

 

0.9 0.5 0.7 

Real estate activities 0.2 0.0 0.1 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.1 0.0 0.1 

Professional, scientific and 

technical activities 2.4 1.2 1.8 

 

0.2 0.3 0.3 

 

1.3 0.7 1.0 

Administrative and support 

service activities 2.6 0.9 1.7 

 

0.5 0.2 0.3 

 

1.5 0.5 1.0 

Public administration and 

defence 2.0 0.8 1.4 

 

0.3 0.0 0.2 

 

1.2 0.4 0.8 

Education 6.4 4.6 5.5 

 

2.6 1.2 1.9 

 

4.4 2.9 3.6 

Human health and social 

work activities 1.5 1.8 1.7 

 

0.4 0.5 0.4 

 

0.9 1.1 1.0 

Arts, entertainment and 

recreation 1.4 0.1 0.7 

 

0.3 0.0 0.2 

 

0.8 0.1 0.4 

Other service activities 4.6 7.1 5.9 

 

1.1 2.4 1.8 

 

2.8 4.8 3.8 

Activities of households as 

employers 0.6 1.1 0.9 

 

0.7 1.1 0.9 

 

0.6 1.1 0.9 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

The data in Table 5.9 show that 17.8 percent of the currently employed persons 15 years and 

older have attained a secondary school or higher education. One-third have attained middle 

school leaving certificate (MSLC) or basic education certificate examination (BECE), while 

27.1 percent have never been to school. The educational attainment of male workers is higher 

than that of females. A high proportion of male workers have attained MSLC/BECE (37.6%) 

while 22.9 percent have attained secondary or higher education. The corresponding 

proportions for female workers are 29.2 percent and 12.6 percent respectively. While only 

one-fifth (19.4%) of the males have never been to school, a third (34.2%) of the females have 

never had any schooling. 
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Table 5.9:  Educational attainment of currently employed population 15 years  

       and older by sex and main occupation 

Main occupation 

Educational attainment   

Never been 

to school 

Less than 

MSLC/BECE 

MSLC/ 

BECE 

Secondary 

or higher Total 

Male 

     Legislators/managers 5.6 1.8 22.6 70.0 100.0 

Professionals 1.1 1.7 9.7 87.5 100.0 

Technicians and associate professionals 1.2 5.0 31.3 62.6 100.0 

Clerical support workers 1.4 1.7 34.7 62.1 100.0 

Service/sales workers 10.4 13.8 40.7 35.1 100.0 

Skilled agric/fishery workers 31.8 27.4 32.3 8.5 100.0 

Craft and related trades workers 9.3 16.4 54.4 19.9 100.0 

Plant machine operators and assemblers 8.9 15.9 57.4 17.9 100.0 

Elementary occupations 14.3 26.7 43.8 15.2 100.0 

Other occupations 0.0 0.0 36.3 63.7 100.0 

All  19.4 20.1 37.6 22.9 100.0 

Female 

     Legislators/managers 10.1 17.3 28.2 44.5 100.0 

Professionals 1.4 0.8 10.5 87.3 100.0 

Technicians and associate professionals 6.4 7.8 19.4 66.4 100.0 

Clerical support workers 0.0 1.1 12.8 86.2 100.0 

Service/sales workers 22.6 23.4 39.9 14.1 100.0 

Skilled agric/fishery workers 51.1 27.1 19.2 2.6 100.0 

Craft and related trades workers 28.2 23.7 38.4 9.7 100.0 

Plant machine operators and assemblers 34.5 21.3 31.3 12.9 100.0 

Elementary occupations 33.4 30.5 30.4 5.7 100.0 

Other occupations 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 

All  34.2 24.0 29.2 12.6 100.0 

Both sexes 

     Legislators/managers 7.4 8.1 24.9 59.6 100.0 

Professionals 1.2 1.4 10.0 87.4 100.0 

Technicians and associate professionals 2.2 5.6 28.8 63.4 100.0 

Clerical support workers 0.8 1.4 24.5 73.3 100.0 

Service/sales workers 20.0 21.4 40.1 18.6 100.0 

Skilled agric/fishery workers 41.2 27.3 25.9 5.6 100.0 

Craft and related trades workers 18.0 19.7 47.1 15.2 100.0 

Plant machine operators and assemblers 9.6 16.0 56.6 17.7 100.0 

Elementary occupations 22.0 28.2 38.4 11.4 100.0 

Other occupations 0.0 0.0 30.0 70.0 100.0 

All  27.1 22.1 33.2 17.6 100.0 

 

The educational attainment of the currently employed population varies widely according to 

their main occupation and sex. About 60 percent of legislators or managers, 87.4 percent of 

professionals, and 63.4 percent of technicians and associate professionals have attained at 

least secondary school education. Skilled agriculture/fishery workers, craft and related trades 

workers, and service or sales workers have large proportions of persons with low (less than 

MSLC/BECE) or no educational attainment. More than four-fifths (86.2%) of females in 

clerical support work have secondary or higher education, compared to three-fifths (62.1%) 

of their male counterparts.  

Table 5.10 shows the average number of hours worked per week by currently employed 

persons 15 years and older by their main occupation. Overall, 45.1 percent of those who had 

a job during the reference period spent less than 40 hours per week on their main job. This 

may be a reflection of the level of time-related underemployment in the labour force. About 



53 

 

15 percent of the currently employed persons work for less than 20 hours a week on their 

main job. Time- related underemployment is particularly marked among agriculture or 

fishery workers where nearly 61 percent work less than 40 hours per week. One out of every 

five (21.9%) agriculture or fishery workers and persons in elementary occupations (20.6%), 

work less than 20 hours per week in their main occupation. 

Table 5.10: Hours worked per week by currently employed population 15 years  

        and older by main occupation 

Main occupation 

Hours worked per week 

Total 0-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+ 

Legislators/managers 2.4 2.2 6.9 11.0 33.7 13.1 11.9 18.9 100.0 

Professionals 2.5 3.4 9.9 30.3 34.7 8.6 4.6 5.8 100.0 

Technicians and associate professionals 2.5 4.3 6.7 12.8 38.7 12.6 8.7 13.8 100.0 

Clerical support workers 2.1 2.0 6.5 10.6 37.5 15.6 8.0 17.7 100.0 

Service/sales workers 4.2 6.0 9.3 13.6 20.6 10.5 12.3 23.5 100.0 

Skilled agric/fishery workers 10.2 11.7 17.2 21.5 22.8 7.4 5.1 4.1 100.0 

Craft and related trades workers 4.3 6.2 7.9 13.6 28.4 12.6 14.4 12.6 100.0 

Plant machine operators and assemblers 1.9 2.4 4.3 8.8 21.2 8.9 14.7 37.7 100.0 

Elementary occupations 9.4 11.2 12.3 13.4 22.1 11.1 9.8 10.7 100.0 

Other occupations 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.0 43.8 27.7 9.4 6.1 100.0 

All  6.8 8.3 12.4 17.6 24.1 9.4 8.9 12.5 100.0 

 

About one-fifth (21.4%) of the working population spend 60 hours or more per week on their 

main job. Particularly, plant machine operators and assemblers (52.4%), service or sales 

workers (35.8%) and legislators or managers (30.7%) spend 60 hours or more per week in 

their main occupation. Professionals and agriculture or fishery workers are the only 

occupations where less than 11 percent of workers spend 60 hours or more per week. With 

the exception of service or sales workers and plant machine operators and assemblers, all 

other occupational groups have high proportions of their workers spending between 40 and 

49 hours per week in their main occupations. 

Table 5.11 shows the hours worked per week by industry of employment as indicated by the 

currently employed persons 15 years and older.  The hours of work also vary substantially by 

sector of employment. More than half (54.7%) of employees in the transportation and storage 

industry as well as about one-third of those in wholesale and retail trade, information and 

communication, administrative and support service activities, and other service activities 

industries work 60 hours or more per week. The data also show that more than half of the 

workers in three industries (Water supply, sewerage and waste management, 61.6%; 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing, 60.7%; and Education, 52.7%) work less than 40 hours per 

week, which may be indicative of time-related underemployment in these industry groups.  
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Table 5.11: Hours worked per week by currently employed population 15 years  

       and older by industry group 

Industry 

Hours worked per week 

Total 0-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+ 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 10.2 11.7 17.3 21.5 22.8 7.4 5.1 4.1 100.0 

Mining and quarrying 5.8 5.8 7.9 13.1 25.1 11.7 16.9 13.7 100.0 

Manufacturing 5.2 6.8 9.2 14.3 27.2 12.7 12.4 12.2 100.0 

Electricity, gas, stream and air 

conditioning supply 3.5 0.0 12.8 9.9 51.5 13.5 4.9 3.9 100.0 

Water supply, sewerage, waste 

management 5.4 18.3 13.8 24.1 21.9 3.3 4.0 9.2 100.0 

Construction 3.0 5.9 7.1 13.0 31.6 13.4 14.6 11.4 100.0 

Wholesale and retail trade 4.3 6.0 8.9 13.0 21.3 10.6 13.3 22.7 100.0 

Transportation and storage 2.0 2.9 3.6 7.3 20.4 9.0 12.4 42.3 100.0 

Accommodation and food service 

activities 4.6 8.3 13.4 19.3 20.1 7.3 10.3 16.7 100.0 

Information and communication 0.0 1.7 6.6 7.6 30.5 18.5 14.1 20.9 100.0 

Financial and insurance activities 1.9 2.0 1.4 8.6 49.6 16.8 7.8 12.0 100.0 

Real estate activities 0.0 12.3 0.0 0.0 47.4 22.0 6.1 12.2 100.0 

Professional, scientific and technical 

activities 1.2 3.1 6.7 7.7 41.8 15.1 11.8 12.6 100.0 

Administrative and support service 

activities 4.5 3.4 9.4 7.0 20.1 18.1 7.3 30.1 100.0 

Public administration and defence 1.8 1.6 2.8 6.5 45.8 15.4 6.0 20.2 100.0 

Education 2.5 3.2 10.6 36.4 34.3 7.8 2.0 3.3 100.0 

Human health and social work 

activities 1.5 2.2 6.1 19.5 40.5 9.6 8.9 11.7 100.0 

Arts, entertainment and recreation 6.3 9.0 12.1 20.6 12.0 10.6 10.0 19.3 100.0 

Other service activities 4.8 5.1 6.9 12.2 20.8 11.4 15.2 23.7 100.0 

Activities of households as employers 13.2 11.4 10.5 12.9 22.7 8.2 5.7 15.4 100.0 

Activities of extraterritorial 

organizations and bodies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 

Total 7.8 9.5 14.2 20.1 27.6 10.8 10.1 14.2 100.0 

 

Hourly earnings for workers are computed by dividing the total wage receipts in a given 

period by the number of hours worked. Table 5.12 shows that the average hourly earnings of 

the employed population aged 15 years and older is GH¢1.17. However, the average hourly 

earnings of persons employed in wholesale and retail trade (GH¢1.14); activities of 

extraterritorial organizations and bodies (GH¢0.58); agriculture, forestry and fishing 

(GH¢0.69), activities of households as employers (GH¢0.98); manufacturing (GH¢1.07) and 

other services (GH¢1.11) are lower than the national average. Generally, the average hourly 

earnings of males (GH¢1.44) are higher than females (GH¢0.96). Disparity in earnings 

between males and females is highest for those employed in real estate activities (about five 

times); followed by those engaged in electricity, gas, stream and air conditioning supply; and 

financial and insurance activities (about double). 
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Table 5.12: Average basic hourly earnings (GH¢) of currently employed  

                   population 15 years and older by industry and sex 

Main industry 

Earnings (GH¢) 

Male Female Total 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 0.82 0.51 0.69 

Mining and quarrying 2.90 1.92 2.56 

Manufacturing 1.42 0.92 1.07 

Electricity, gas, stream and air conditioning supply 2.56 5.65 2.56 

Water supply, sewerage, waste management 2.16 1.28 1.53 

Construction 2.30 1.42 2.30 

Wholesale and retail trade 1.51 1.00 1.14 

Transportation and storage 1.53 1.64 1.53 

Accommodation and food service activities 1.64 1.40 1.40 

Information and communication 2.18 2.30 2.19 

Financial and insurance activities 3.84 1.73 2.49 

Real estate activities 2.88 0.55 2.21 

Professional, scientific and technical activities 2.69 1.63 2.12 

Administrative and support service activities 1.05 1.94 1.25 

Public administration and defence 3.30 3.45 3.40 

Education 3.49 2.76 3.22 

Human health and social work activities 2.88 2.99 2.88 

Arts, entertainment and recreation 1.83 2.02 1.83 

Other service activities 1.67 0.86 1.11 

Activities of households as employers 0.87 1.00 0.98 

Activities of extraterritorial organizations and bodies 0.58 0.00 0.58 

Total 1.44 0.96 1.17 

 

Table 5.13 shows the average basic hourly earnings of the employed population aged 15 

years and above among the various occupational groups. From the Table, professionals 

receive the highest average basic hourly rate (GH¢5.80) followed by legislators/managers 

(GH¢4.86). The lowest average basic hourly earnings are recorded among skilled 

agricultural/fishery workers (GH¢0.86). 

Generally, the hourly earnings of males in the various occupational groups are higher than 

those of females except for clerical support workers where on average females (GH¢3.61) 

earn more than males (GH¢2.57). 

Table 5.13:  Average basic hourly earnings (GH¢) of currently employed  

         Population 15 years and older by main occupation and sex 

Main occupation 

Earnings (GH¢) 

Male Female Total 

Legislators/managers 4.35 2.30 3.54 

Professionals 3.84 3.22 3.50 

Technicians and associate professionals 2.67 2.30 2.56 

Clerical support workers 2.22 1.97 2.05 

Service/sales workers 1.33 1.00 1.11 

Skilled agric/fishery workers 0.80 0.50 0.66 

Craft and related trades workers 1.74 1.00 1.38 

Plant machine operators and assemblers 1.65 1.40 1.64 

Elementary occupations 1.50 0.99 1.26 

Other occupations 4.77 9.72 5.06 

Total 1.44 0.96 1.17 
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Table 5.14 shows the conditions of service of the employed population aged 15 years and 

older at their work places. Almost one quarter (23.8%) have no contract of employment, and 

this is similar for males (23.3%) and females (24.7%). While almost three-quarters stated that 

they had a contract, only half of these said they had a written contract while the rest reported 

oral or verbal contracts.  These conditions include having a signed contract, having a union at 

the workplace, taxes, and paid holidays, among others. Four-fifths (80.4%) of the working 

population indicated that there is no subsidized medical facility for them when they are sick. 

Another 70.9 percent are not entitled to any social security while 70.1 percent do not receive 

retirement benefits such as a pension. On tax deductions, only about a quarter (26.1%) of 

those currently employed are captured as tax payers.  

Table 5.14:  Currently employed population 15 years and older with contracts,  

                     unions, tax deductions and employee benefits by sex 

  Male  Female Both sexes 

Signed written contract with employer    

Yes, written 38.7 37.0 38.1 

Yes, oral/verbal 38.0 38.2 38.1 

No 23.3 24.7 23.8 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Trade union available at work place    

Yes 30.1 26.5 28.9 

No 69.9 73.5 71.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Taxes already deducted from pay    

Yes 30.1 22.0 26.1 

No 69.9 78.0 73.9 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Entitled to paid Holidays    

Yes 40.8 37.3 39.6 

No 59.2 62.7 60.4 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Entitled to paid sick leave or maternity    

Yes, sick leave 38.5 18.0 31.6 

Yes, maternity 5.9 9.9 7.3 

Yes, both 4.4 19.4 9.5 

No 51.1 52.7 51.7 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Receive any retirement pension    

Yes 31.5 26.6 29.9 

No 68.5 73.4 70.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Entitled to any social security    

Yes 30.5 26.2 29.1 

No 69.5 73.8 70.9 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Entitled to subsidized medical care    

Yes 21.2 16.3 19.6 

No 78.8 83.7 80.4 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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5.4 Unemployment 

As indicated earlier, unemployment rate has been computed on persons who during the 

reference period were without jobs and were ñpotentiallyò available for jobs. Table 5.15 

indicates that the unemployment rate for persons aged 15 years and older is 5.2 percent; the 

rate is higher for females (5.5%) than for males (4.8%). The unemployment rate is highest 

among the 15-25 year age group (10.9%) for both sexes. The rate declines with age for both 

sexes. The incident of unemployment is also higher in urban areas (6.5%) than in the rural 

areas (3.9%) for all age groups. In the urban areas, Accra (GAMA) has the highest 

unemployment rate (7.4%) which is also true for almost all age groups. The unemployment 

rate for rural forest (5.1%) is higher compared to the rural savannah (3.9%) and rural coastal 

(2.6%) areas. 

Table 5.15: Unemployed rates by sex, age and locality 

Sex/Age group 

Urban 

 

Rural 

 

Ghana 

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban 

All  

Urban   

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah 

All  

Rural   

Male 

          15 - 25 18.8 15.2 15.8 

 

6.1 5.7 6.6 6.6 

 

10.2 

25 - 44 5.1 3.7 4.1 

 

1.0 3.7 2.3 2.3 

 

3.3 

45 - 64 5.2 2.6 3.2 

 

0.5 6.0 2.3 2.3 

 

2.8 

65+ 0.0 2.3 1.9 

 

0.0 6.1 2.9 2.9 

 

2.6 

All  6.8 5.8 6.1 

 

2.1 5.0 3.6 3.6 

 

4.8 

Female 

          15 - 25 25.6 14.8 16.7 

 

7.8 6.8 7.7 7.7 

 

11.7 

25 - 44 4.5 5.2 5.0 

 

2.3 3.8 3.1 3.1 

 

4.1 

45 - 64 5.8 16.1 21.2 

 

0.9 5.7 2.6 2.6 

 

3.2 

65+ 2.9 0.1 0.1 

 

0.0 6.6 2.5 2.5 

 

2.5 

All  8.1 6.6 6.9 

 

3.1 5.2 4.1 4.1 

 

5.5 

Both sexes 

          15 - 25 22.4 15.0 16.3 

 

6.9 6.2 7.1 7.1 

 

10.9 

25 - 44 4.8 4.5 4.6 

 

1.7 3.8 2.8 2.8 

 

3.8 

45 - 64 5.5 3.0 3.5 

 

0.7 5.8 2.5 2.5 

 

3.0 

65+ 1.2 2.4 2.3 

 

0.0 6.3 2.7 2.7 

 

2.5 

All  7.4 6.2 6.5   2.6 5.1 3.9 3.9   5.2 

 

5.5 Underemployment 

Table 5.16 shows that 32.4 percent of persons aged 15 years and older in the country work 

for more than 40 hours a week in their main jobs while 43 percent work 40 hours or less in 

their main jobs. The rest are either unemployed (1.7%) or inactive (22.9%). However, the 

proportion of males (37.5%) who work 40 hours or more in their main job is higher than the 

females (28.0%). The trend is similar for both urban and rural areas. Only 2.2 percent of 

persons who work 40 hours or less in their main job are ready to work more hours, with the 

proportion of males being higher than females except in the urban areas. 

Table 5.16 further indicates that one-third (33.3%) of the employed persons work 35 hours or 

less in their main jobs, while 42.2 percent work more than 35 hours. About two percent 

(2.2%) of this group of employed persons desire more hours of work. This means that 2.2 

percent of the working population is ready to work more than 35 hours in their main job. 
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Table 5.16: Activity status of population 15 years and older in the last 7 days  

        by hours worked, locality and sex 

 
Activity in the last 7 days 

Urban   Rural   Ghana 

Male Female All    Male Female All    Male Female All  

Working  

           More than 40 hours in main job 42.5 33.0 37.3 

 

32.2 22.3 27.0 

 

37.5 28.0 32.4 

40 hours or less in main job 30.7 34.2 32.6 

 

51.5 57.5 54.6 

 

40.8 45.0 43.0 

Want more hours 2.5 2.9 2.7 

 

2.4 1.4 1.9 

 

2.5 2.0 2.2 

Do not want more hours 97.5 97.1 97.3 

 

97.6 98.6 98.1 

 

97.5 98.0 97.8 

            More than 35 hours in main job 52.0 41.4 46.2 

 

43.0 33.0 37.7 

 

47.6 37.5 42.2 

35 hours or less in main job 21.2 25.8 23.7 

 

40.7 46.8 43.9 

 

30.7 35.5 33.3 

Want more hours 2.5 2.7 2.6 

 

2.5 1.6 2.0 

 

2.5 2.0 2.2 

Do not want more hours 97.5 97.3 97.4 

 

97.5 98.4 98.0 

 

97.5 98.0 97.8 

Not working 

           Unemployed 2.3 2.5 2.4 

 

0.8 0.9 0.8 

 

1.6 1.8 1.7 

Inactive 24.5 30.3 27.7 

 

15.6 19.3 17.5 

 

20.2 25.2 22.9 

All  100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

5.6 Working Children  

The ILO Convention 138 (Minimum age convention, 1973) sets 15 years as the age below 

which children should not be engaged in any form of work. In 1998, Ghana enacted the 

Childrenôs Act which prohibits children from engaging in any work that is exploitative or 

hazardous to the childôs health, education, or development. There is evidence that children in 

Ghana, even as young as five years, engage in economic activities (Ghana Child Labour 

Survey, GSS, 2003).  

Figure 5.1 shows the activity status of children aged 7-14 years. Overall, 28.8 percent of 

children are currently employed and 70.1 percent are economically not active. As expected, 

the older children (10-14 years) are more likely than the younger children (7-9 years) to 

engage in some economic activity (35.4% and 18.0% respectively). On the contrary, younger 

children (7-9 years) are more likely than the older children (10-14 years) to be economically 

not active (81.1% and 63.2% respectively). 

Figure 5.1: Current activity status of children 7-14 years by age 
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Table 5.17 presents data on currently employed children aged 7 - 14 years by industry, 

locality of residence and sex. The majority (91.2%) of the children are engaged in agriculture, 

forestry and fishing, followed by wholesale and retail trade (13.2%).  The proportion of males 

(84.6%) engaged in agriculture, forestry and fishing is higher than females (71.2%).     

By geographical location, the proportion of children in rural areas engaged in agriculture, 

forestry and fishing (88.2%) is higher than those in urban areas (51.8%). On the other hand, 

the proportion of children in urban areas engaged in wholesale and retail trade (29.8%) is 

nearly five times those in rural areas (6.7%). Very small proportions of children in the rural 

areas are engaged in mining and quarrying. In both urban and rural areas, the proportion of 

females engaged in wholesale and retail trade is higher than their male counterparts (Table 

5.17).  

Table 5.17: Currently employed children aged 7 - 14 years by industry, locality and sex 

  

Industry 

Urban 

 

Rural 

 

Ghana 

Male Female All    Male Female All    Male Female All  

Agriculture, forestry 

and fishing 64.8 41.1 51.8 

 

91.2 84.8 88.2 

 

84.6 71.2 78.0 

Mining and quarrying 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.6 0.3 0.5 

 

0.4 0.2 0.3 

Manufacturing 6.3 7.3 6.9 

 

2.0 1.9 2.0 

 

3.1 3.6 3.3 

Construction 0.1 0.7 0.5 

 

0.1 0.1 0.1 

 

0.1 0.3 0.2 

Wholesale and retail 

trade 20.3 37.6 29.8 

 

4.2 9.6 6.7 

 

8.2 18.3 13.2 

Transportation and 

storage 1.4 0.2 0.7 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.3 0.1 0.2 

Accommodation and 

food service activities 4.7 10.2 7.7 

 

0.4 2.2 1.2 

 

1.5 4.7 3.0 

Information and 

communication 0.0 0.5 0.3 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.0 0.2 0.1 

Other service activities 0.1 0.2 0.1 

 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

 

0.0 0.1 0.1 

Activities of households 

as employers 2.3 2.2 2.3 

 

1.6 1.1 1.4 

 

1.8 1.5 1.6 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0   100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

Table 5.18 shows that more than two-thirds (67.8%) of the working children worked for less 

than 20 hours and about a third (32.2%) of them worked for at least 20 hours in the reference 

week. It is observed that children who worked in the following industrial activities worked 

for relatively long hours (20 hours or more) in the reference week ï Manufacturing (48.0%); 

Transport and storage (68.3%); Mining and quarrying (83.4%); Art, entertainment, recreation 

and other services (100.0%). Working for long hours could affect the health, education and 

physical development of these children. 
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Table 5.18: Hours worked per week by currently employed children  

        7 - 14 years by industry 

Industry 

Hours worked per week 

Total 0 - 9 10 - 19 20 ï 29 30 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60 - 69 70+ 

Agriculture, forestry and 

fishing 45.5 24.2 12.9 5.9 6.2 2.7 1.5 1.1 100.0 

Mining and quarrying 8.0 8.6 1.2 72.5 0.0 0.0 9.7 0.0 100.0 

Manufacturing 23.6 28.4 28.5 8.4 3.8 1.4 3.6 2.3 100.0 

Construction 24.2 60.6 0.0 15.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 

Wholesale and retail trade 26.8 35.6 25.0 7.2 3.4 0.7 0.1 1.3 100.0 

Transportation and storage 0.0 31.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 68.3 100.0 

Accommodation and food 

service activities 12.3 48.5 15.1 10.4 5.5 1.4 1.6 5.2 100.0 

Information and 

communication 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 

Arts, entertainment and 

recreation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 

Other service activities 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 79.9 12.5 7.6 0.0 100.0 

Activities of households 

as employers 51.1 25.1 2.1 1.7 10.5 0.0 7.6 1.8 100.0 

Total 41.3 26.5 14.7 6.4 5.8 2.4 1.5 1.4 100.0 

 

Children working in the various sectors of the economy receive an average monthly earning 

of GH¢82.27 (Table 5.19). Those engaged in mining and quarrying receive the highest 

average monthly earning of GH¢228.87. This is followed by those engaged in the transport 

and storage sector (GH¢200.00). Children working in these two sectors of employment are all 

males.  Within the wholesale and retail trade sector, females (GH¢97.47) on average earn 

more than males (GH¢52.55). The situation is similar for the service and sales workers, those 

engaged in agriculture, forestry and fisheries as well as for skilled agriculture and fisheries 

workers where females receive earnings which are almost twice that of males.  

Table 5.19: Average monthly earnings (GH¢) of currently employed children 

        7 - 14 years by industry, occupation and sex 

Industry 

Earnings (GH¢) 

Male Female Both sexes 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 26.43 56.21 37.72 

Mining and quarrying 228.87 0.00 228.87 

Manufacturing 102.22 35.23 73.97 

Construction 100.00 0.00 100.00 

Wholesale and retail trade 52.55 97.47 87.89 

Transportation and storage 200.00 0.00 200.00 

Accommodation and food service activities 0.00 64.48 64.48 

Arts, entertainment and recreation 8.33 0.00 8.33 

Activities of households as employers 0.00 45.56 45.56 

Professionals 8.33 0.00 8.33 

Technicians and associate professionals 3.33 0.00 3.33 

Service/sales workers 52.64 95.98 88.40 

Skilled agric/fishery workers 29.53 57.62 41.14 

Craft and related trades workers 96.79 55.04 80.29 

Elementary occupations 153.79 8.58 136.15 

Total 80.67 83.53 82.27 
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5.7 Housekeeping activities by population 7 years and older 

Table 5.20 shows the average time spent per day on a range of household activities by the 

population aged 7 years and older. It is observed that more than half of household members 

engaged in washing clothes (57.3%), cleaning activities (52.4%) and fetching water (52.2%). 

More than two out of every five people are also engaged in washing dishes and cooking 

(49.0% and 43.4% respectively). Very low proportions of household members are engaged in 

taking care of the elderly, the sick and helping children with school work. The proportions of 

females involved in washing clothes (73.0%) and cleaning (70.8%) are higher than that of 

males (57.3% and 52.4% respectively).  

Table 5.20: Average time (minutes) spent on various housekeeping activities  

        by population 7 years and older by sex and locality 

Activity/Sex 

Proportion 

doing that 

activity (%) 

Average time (minutes)spent per day  

Urban Rural Ghana 

Collecting firewood 

    Male 15.5 16.8 19.8 19.3 

Female 27.7 20.0 23.7 23.1 

All  21.9 18.9 22.4 21.8 

Fetching water 

    Male 39.8 11.6 16.6 14.0 

Female 63.4 15.2 22.9 19.0 

All  52.2 13.9 20.7 17.2 

Washing clothes 

    Male 39.9 12.3 12.6 12.4 

Female 73.0 19.3 19.8 19.5 

All  57.3 16.9 17.5 17.2 

Ironing 

    Male 32.3 8.7 7.7 8.4 

Female 26.5 8.3 7.1 8.0 

All  29.2 8.5 7.5 8.2 

Cleaning 

    Male 32.1 10.8 11.6 11.1 

Female 70.8 16.1 18.2 17.1 

All  52.4 14.5 16.3 15.4 

Cooking 

    Male 15.7 24.2 28.8 26.4 

Female 68.5 41.8 47.8 44.6 

All  43.4 38.8 44.6 41.5 

Shopping 

    Male 16.7 12.2 13.9 12.9 

Female 41.7 16.0 17.9 16.8 

All  29.8 15.0 16.9 15.8 

Running errands 

    Male 41.2 17.4 21.1 19.4 

Female 43.6 15.8 17.6 16.7 

All  42.4 16.5 19.3 17.9 

Washing dishes 

    Male 31.0 9.3 10.9 10.1 

Female 65.4 13.2 15.2 14.1 

All  49.0 12.0 13.9 12.9 

Taking care of children 

   Male 12.3 32.3 31.9 32.1 

Female 33.2 47.0 46.8 46.9 

All  23.3 43.5 42.9 43.2 
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Table 5.20: Average time (minutes) spent on various housekeeping activities  

        by population 7 years and older by sex and locality (Contôd) 

Activity/Sex 

Proportion 

doing that 

activity (%) 

Average time (minutes)spent per day  

Urban Rural Ghana 

Taking care of elderly 

    Male 2.0 18.9 27.8 24.1 

Female 3.8 31.3 34.6 33.0 

All  2.9 27.6 32.3 30.1 

Taking care of sick 

    Male 1.7 20.2 26.9 24.4 

Female 3.2 30.8 31.0 30.9 

All  2.5 27.9 29.5 28.8 

Collecting food from the garden 

   Male 11.4 18.5 21.5 21.1 

Female 11.7 21.0 21.1 21.0 

All  11.5 19.9 21.3 21.1 

Helping children with school work 

   Male 6.6 11.6 13.1 12.2 

Female 6.7 12.2 14.7 13.2 

All  6.7 11.9 13.9 12.7 

 

With regard to time spent on housekeeping activities, females spend an average of nearly 19 

minutes on either fetching water or washing clothes compared to 14 minutes by males. 

Females also spend, on average, a little more time than males in taking care of children, the 

elderly and the sick. The population in the rural areas spends more time collecting firewood, 

fetching water and cooking compared to those in the urban areas (Table 5.20).  

Table 5.21 provides the average time spent per day on housekeeping activities for the 

different localities and ecological zones. Generally, females spend more time on average than 

males in carrying out most housekeeping activities except running of errands.  

The survey results also show that the average time spent on fetching water in the rural areas 

per day (16.2 minutes in rural coastal, 15.8 minutes in rural forest and 31.0 minutes in rural 

savannah) is higher than the average time spent per day on the same activity in the urban 

localities (11.9 minutes per day in Accra (GAMA) and 14.8 minutes per day in other urban 

areas). In the urban areas, females spend more time on average in fetching water, washing 

clothes, cleaning and cooking than males. The average time spent in collecting firewood, 

fetching water and cooking is relatively higher in rural savannah than the other rural areas. 

Similarly, in the urban communities, people in urban Accra (GAMA) spent more time on 

washing clothes, shopping, taking care of children, the elderly and the sick than those in other 

urban areas. 
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Table 5.21: Average time (minutes) spent per day by population 7 years and older  

        on various housekeeping activities by sex and locality  

Activity/Sex 

Urban 

 

Rural 

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban   Coastal Forest Savannah 

Collecting firewood 

      Male 23.6 16.7 

 

14.8 18.7 25.4 

Female 16.3 20.1 

 

17.6 19.1 31.4 

All  18.4 18.9 

 

16.6 18.9 30.0 

Fetching water 

      Male 10.7 12.1 

 

14.0 14.8 23.5 

Female 12.8 16.3 

 

17.7 16.5 33.5 

All  11.9 14.8 

 

16.2 15.8 31.0 

Washing clothes 

      Male 13.7 11.6 

 

12.6 11.0 16.3 

Female 19.8 19.0 

 

18.0 17.7 23.8 

All  17.6 16.6 

 

16.1 15.4 21.8 

Ironing 

      Male 9.9 7.9 

 

7.3 6.6 12.1 

Female 9.5 7.6 

 

6.5 6.7 9.6 

All  9.7 7.7 

 

6.9 6.6 11.0 

Cleaning 

      Male 11.6 10.2 

 

9.7 10.6 15.3 

Female 15.9 16.2 

 

14.9 15.9 23.2 

All  14.4 14.6 

 

13.1 14.2 21.4 

Cooking 

      Male 22.2 25.5 

 

27.3 27.8 34.7 

Female 34.9 44.9 

 

44.7 44.0 55.2 

All  32.3 41.9 

 

41.1 40.6 53.4 

Shopping 

      Male 13.9 11.0 

 

10.9 10.6 23.0 

Female 17.2 15.3 

 

15.7 14.0 25.9 

All  16.2 14.3 

 

14.2 13.1 25.2 

Running errands 

      Male 18.1 17.1 

 

15.9 17.3 29.1 

Female 16.6 15.4 

 

14.5 15.0 23.6 

All  17.3 16.2 

 

15.2 16.1 26.4 

Washing dishes 

      Male 9.9 9.0 

 

9.0 10.1 15.5 

Female 13.4 13.0 

 

11.4 12.3 21.0 

All  12.2 11.9 

 

10.6 11.6 20.0 

Taking care of children 

     Male 37.0 29.2 

 

25.6 28.2 41.1 

Female 46.6 47.2 

 

43.0 40.2 56.8 

All  43.9 43.3 

 

37.8 36.9 53.2 

Taking care of elderly 

     Male 28.8 17.5 

 

8.3 33.2 30.8 

Female 45.6 26.8 

 

30.4 33.0 39.9 

All  42.5 23.8 

 

23.9 33.1 37.0 
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Table 5.21: Average time (minutes) spent per day by population 7 years and older  

               on various housekeeping activities by sex and locality (Contôd) 

Activity/Sex 

Urban 

 

Rural 

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban   Coastal Forest Savannah 

Taking care of sick 

      Male 39.8 14.3 

 

13.4 32.1 36.5 

Female 43.3 26.9 

 

22.3 32.7 35.4 

All  42.4 23.4 

 

18.4 32.5 35.6 

Collecting food from the garden 

     Male 8.2 18.6 

 

16.8 20.8 26.8 

Female 17.1 21.0 

 

17.1 20.3 26.8 

All  10.3 19.9 

 

17.0 20.6 26.8 

Helping children with school work 

    Male 11.2 11.9 

 

9.2 12.1 18.5 

Female 12.3 12.2 

 

8.4 13.0 24.0 

All  11.8 12.1   8.8 12.6 21.3 

 

The classification of time use data by age is recommended by the ILO in order to help 

identify working children including those engaged in housekeeping activities. This is due to 

the fact that prolonged engagement of children in housekeeping activities can have a direct 

bearing on child welfare, conflicting with formal education and leisure activities needed for a 

healthy childhood development that prepares individuals to become productive and 

responsible citizens. However, a major weakness in such a recommendation is that there is no 

threshold for permissible time that children can spend on housekeeping activities beyond 

which the childôs development could be affected. 

Table 5.22 indicates that children aged 7-14 years spend an average of nearly 30 minutes 

(28.4 minutes) daily caring for other children and 27.9 minutes cooking. Those aged 15-19 

years spend an average of 36.4 minutes cooking, 35.2 minutes taking care of children and 

23.2 minutes taking care of the sick. In general, females in this age group spend more time on 

housekeeping activities than their male counterparts. Females aged 25-44 and 45-59 years 

spend about the same time on most housekeeping activities. They, however, spend less than 

10 minutes per day ironing. 
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Table 5.22: Average time (minutes) spent per day by population 7 years and older  

        on various housekeeping activities by sex and age 

Activity/Sex 

Age group 

7 - 14 15 - 19 20 - 24 25 - 44 45 - 59 60+ 

Collecting firewood 

      Male 17.5 19.3 18.9 20.5 20.3 22.2 

Female 19.8 21.8 24.9 24.6 23.7 22.3 

All  18.7 20.7 22.8 23.6 22.8 22.3 

Fetching water 

      Male 15.6 15.9 13.3 11.1 11.0 11.9 

Female 17.7 19.9 20.2 19.9 16.9 17.8 

All  16.7 18.2 17.7 17.5 15.6 16.4 

Washing clothes 

      Male 11.5 12.9 13.2 12.6 11.8 11.6 

Female 13.9 17.9 21.2 22.8 18.4 15.8 

All  12.9 15.6 18.0 20.1 17.1 15.0 

Ironing 

      Male 7.3 8.2 8.9 8.7 8.6 7.3 

Female 7.5 8.2 8.4 8.4 7.5 5.1 

All  7.4 8.2 8.6 8.5 8.1 6.5 

Cleaning 

      Male 11.1 12.2 11.8 10.3 10.8 10.7 

Female 14.0 16.9 18.0 18.7 17.0 15.7 

All  12.9 15.2 15.9 16.7 15.8 14.7 

Cooking 

      Male 22.2 26.0 24.1 26.8 30.5 31.0 

Female 29.7 39.2 44.0 48.8 46.9 45.4 

All  27.9 36.4 40.2 45.4 44.7 43.4 

Shopping 

      Male 9.7 11.0 12.0 14.4 13.1 13.3 

Female 11.0 14.7 16.8 18.2 17.3 14.8 

All  10.5 13.7 15.5 17.2 16.3 14.5 

Running errands 

      Male 17.3 17.8 20.1 21.5 21.4 23.9 

Female 17.1 16.5 16.1 16.6 16.4 17.1 

All  17.2 17.1 17.9 18.6 18.4 20.2 

Washing dishes 

      Male 11.9 11.1 8.5 7.6 7.3 8.4 

Female 15.3 15.1 14.1 14.0 12.1 10.9 

All  14.0 13.7 12.5 12.6 11.2 10.5 

Taking care of children 

     Male 25.2 22.7 29.3 34.4 33.6 39.8 

Female 30.2 39.6 50.0 51.4 43.5 40.5 

All  28.4 35.2 47.3 47.5 40.2 40.3 

Taking care of elderly 

     Male 17.0 22.3 29.4 27.2 26.7 23.9 

Female 18.6 32.6 33.3 36.2 35.6 40.7 

All  18.0 28.6 31.9 33.7 33.0 37.7 

Taking care of sick 

      Male 19.8 21.8 20.7 27.7 26.5 28.6 

Female 17.6 24.4 34.5 30.0 36.0 37.5 

All  18.6 23.2 30.0 29.4 32.6 35.6 

Collecting food from the garden 

     Male 17.2 20.4 21.5 22.3 22.3 22.1 

Female 16.1 19.2 20.9 22.2 23.5 21.3 

All  16.6 19.9 21.2 22.3 22.9 21.7 

Helping children with school work 

    Male 9.8 11.8 12.0 13.1 12.8 12.7 

Female 10.3 10.6 13.1 15.0 14.0 13.4 

All  10.0 11.2 12.6 14.2 13.3 13.0 
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CHAPTER SIX 

MIGRATION AND TOURISM   

 

6.1 Introduction  

Migration is the movement of people from one place to another with the intention of settling 

in the new locality. The people involved in this movement either choose to move on their 

own volition (voluntary migration) or are compelled to move (involuntary migration) due to 

several reasons. The migration phenomenon is as old as humanity. It is a socio-economic 

phenomenon which is the result of complex mechanisms involving social, psychological, 

economic, political and institutional determinants (GSS, 2013). The movement is usually over 

long distances and normally from one country to another referred to as International 

Migration, but internal migration is also more frequent. This chapter examines data on spatial 

mobility of the population 7 years and older, which usually results in a change of place of 

residence. 

6.2 Migration patterns  

Migratory movement within Ghana has usually been from the north to the south and from the 

less developed rural areas to the relatively developed urban areas, serving as growth poles. In 

order to understand migration patterns we need to understand the closeness and extent of their 

determination by economic consideration and prospects for personal development and how 

they are linked to economic development needs. 

The data presented in Table 6.1 indicates that 48.6 percent of the population has migrated. By 

locality of residence, Accra (GAMA) has the highest proportion of migrants (60.3%) 

followed by the rural forest (51.6%). The other urban area has 46.7 percent of migrants while 

rural coastal has 44.6 percent. Rural savannah (37.5%) has the least proportion of the migrant 

population. 

The Table further shows that half of the female population (50.1%) is made up of migrants 

compared with 46.5 percent of males. With the exception of Accra (GAMA) where the 

proportion of male migrants (60.9%) is slightly higher than females (59.8%), the proportion 

of female migrants is higher than males in all the other localities. 

Table 6.1: Extent of migration of population 7 years and older by sex  

      and current locality of residence 

Sex 

Locality  of residence 

Accra 

(GAMA)  

Other 

Urban 

Rural 

Coastal 

Rural 

Forest 

Rural 

Savannah 
Total 

Male 60.9 45 42.7 50.4 32 46.5 

Female 59.8 48.1 46.1 52.7 42.8 50.1 

All  60.3 46.7 44.6 51.6 37.5 48.6 

 

6.3 Migration status by region  

Table 6.2 shows that 51.4 percent of the population is non-migrant, 17.1 percent are in-

migrants while 31.5 percent are return migrants. The table further indicates that in all the 

regions, the non-migrant population constitutes the majority, with the three northern regions 

having proportions above 60 percent. The Greater Accra region (40.4%) has the least 
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proportion of the non-migrant population. This implies that more than half of the population 

in Greater Accra are either in-migrants or return migrants. This could be as a result of its pre-

eminent status as the region hosting the national capital and therefore receiving the largest 

inflow of in-migrants (38.9%) and return migrants (20.7%). 

The Central region has more than half (55.4%) of its population being non-migrants and 

about one-quarter (24.3%) as in-migrants. It also has the least proportion of return migrants 

(20.3%). The Ashanti and Brong Ahafo regions have about half of their population being 

non-migrants. 

Table 6.2: Migration status by region (percent) 

Region of current 

residence 

Migration status  

In-Migrants 

Return 

Migrants 

Non-

Migrants Total 

All  17.1 31.5 51.4 100.0 

Western 11.1 41.7 47.2 100.0 

Central 24.3 20.3 55.4 100.0 

Greater Accra 38.9 20.7 40.4 100.0 

Volta 15.6 34.1 50.3 100.0 

Eastern 11.3 39.7 49.0 100.0 

Ashanti 10.8 38.6 50.6 100.0 

Brong Ahafo 18.5 31.4 50.1 100.0 

Northern 5.8 29.3 64.9 100.0 

Upper East 5.4 24.7 69.9 100.0 

Upper West 4.6 27.5 67.9 100.0 

 

6.4 Sex and age differentials in migration 

The data in Table 6.3 show that generally, the movement of the population is related to age. 

Among the in-migrants, those within the age group of 25-29 and 10-14 constitute 21.5 

percent (10.8% and 10.7% respectively). Children aged 7-9 years constitute 6.0 percent while 

adults aged 30-34 make up 10.3 percent. This means that the population 7-24 years 

constitutes 36.3 percent of the in-migrants and this could be due to the fact that as parents 

move, they go along with their children of school-going age. Beyond the age group 30-34, the 

proportion of in-migrants drops with age and the age group 60-64 has the least proportion of 

in-migrants (2.6%). In terms of sex, among the in-migrants though there are marginal 

differences at different age cohorts, none of the sexes has a clear dominance. 

With regard to the return migrants, 3.6 percent are aged 7-9 while 11.2 percent are within the 

age group 25-29. About thirty percent (29.8%) of the population are within the age group 7-

24. Those aged 30-34 constitute 10.4 percent. After the age cohort 30-34, the proportion of 

return migrants begins to decline till age 60-64 (3.7%) which recorded the least proportion of 

return migrants. In terms of sex, males dominate among children 7-9 and 10-14 as well as 

adults 40 years and older, while females have a slightly higher proportion of return migrants 

than males in the other age groups. 

Among the non-migrants, about a fifth (22.6%) is aged 10-14, with 15 percent aged 7-9 

years.  Those within the age bracket 7-24 years constitute 65.1 percent. With regard to sex, 

males dominate from age 7-24 while the females dominate in all the age groups 25 and 

above.  


















































































































































































































































































































